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and Jesus of Nazareth to be crucified in his stead. The question that comes to my mind…” Was Jesus so dangerous that letting a murder go free was better then letting Jesus live?” 

     One of the challenges in thinking about the importance of Jesus Crucifixion is the seemingly paradox between stating that Jesus is the Son of God and being God in human flesh. When we fail to hold these two truths together, we fail to understand what God has done in and through Jesus. When Jesus died for our sins it was not a normal human dying, it was God dying in our place, dying for us. 

     Jesus’ death was only part of the process of freeing humanity from Sin and Death. The resurrection was just as necessary because it is the resurrection that gives us the same kind of new life that Jesus has because of his resurrection. The resurrection ratified everything that Jesus said, did, or claimed to be. When we claim Jesus death as our own, we also are claiming Jesus resurrection as our own. It is this movement into the new life that Jesus has that frees us from our old life bound to sin and death, to take on a new kind of life in which sin and death no longer have power to separate us from God and God’s realm of righteousness.

     “Hallelujah, Jesus is Risen, Jesus has Risen indeed.”
May you all have a blessed Easter season! 

Rev. Kern
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

EAST VINCENT CONSISTORY

Bill Hoffman, Co-Pres, 610-469-2725

Peter Dabback, Co-Pres, 610-495-7086

John B. Yeager, 610-937-0376
Tiffany Black, Secretary, 484-716-4606

Dale Lynn, 610-948-6637

Linda Theurkauf, 610-659-3000

From the Consistory: 

Members are to let the office know in advance of any gatherings they are having at the church to allow us to set the thermostat appropriately.  We can set it to the appropriate temperature on certain days if know the church will be in use.

Thanks! Tiffany Black

Mission Statement: “Our mission is to praise God and serve Christ through hearing and doing the Word of God. As caring and supporting Christian disciples, we offer opportunities for spiritual growth, service, fellowship and friendship, and development of our uniqueness both as individuals and a community of faith. We reach out in love to welcome the stranger, give hope to the hopeless, and share the peace of Christ with our neighbor." 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

APRIL Birthdays

  2
Lynsey Haslip

  3
Alison Haines 

  5
Kristin Zimmerman
  6
Barbara Kohansby
  7
Melissa Lynn



13
Robert Whitcomb

15
Whitney O’Reilly, Shirley Lynn  

17
Dore Dabback, Julia Lipkowitz   

18
Sarah Wosczyna
18
Brian O’Reilly  

23
Mark Yeager 

25
Megan Cooper
28 
Benjamin Grove
Happy Anniversary

     April 23 - Andrew Kalish & Barbara Quinter 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Worship Leader Schedule: 

April 7: the Yeagers

April 14: the Dabbacks

April 21: the Hoffmans

April 28: Nancy McConaghy 
May 5: the Yeagers 
If you can’t make it on your scheduled Sunday, please try to switch and notify the office. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Don’t forget to save Redner’s receipts! Use your Rewards card when checking out and place your receipts in Fellowship Hall! 
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Our Worship Services during Holy Week:
Sunday, April 14 – 8:30am Palm Sunday Worship at EV  
Thursday, April 18 – 7pm Maundy Thursday  Worship at First UCC, Spring City, Holy Communion will be served.  

Sunday, April 21 – 8:30am Easter Sunday Worship with Holy Communion at EV 

Additional Area Services: 

Maundy Thursday, April 18th  

7pm at Parkerford Baptist
7pm at Bethel United Methodist
7:30pm Tenebrae Service at St. Matthews UCC

Good Friday, April 19th  

12-3pm St. Matthew's UCC is open for private prayer  
7pm at Brownback's UCC 
Easter Sunday, April 21st  

Outdoor Easter Sunrise Services at 7am 
followed by a light breakfast in the church at Bethel United Methodist Church and St. Matthew's UCC            

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++


Dear Friends, 

     In the scriptures it says that “Not even a cup of cold water given in My Name will go unrewarded”. The meals your congregation supplied to our Shelter will merit many blessings for your Parish family. The meals certainly were a blessing to our families.

     When our residents return each night from work or looking for work, they feel blessed to have a hot meal ready when they arrive. Our children, too, benefit from the nutritious meals and family time together enjoying them. Our staff and volunteers also delight in what your good people shared with us.  

     We thank you most sincerely and we ask also that you keep the Shelter in your prayers. 

Gratefully,

Sr. Bernadette Dougherty, Staff, and residents of St. Mary’s Franciscan Shelter

The Ursinus Association of the 

Pennsylvania Southeast Conference of the 

United Church of Christ 

announces its Spring Meeting 

on Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

at New Goshenhoppen United Church of Christ, 1070 Church Road, East Greenville 610-933-5311

5:30 PM – Registration $7.00

6:00 PM – Dinner & Fellowship

7:00 PM – Worship, Program & Meeting

Please RSVP to the church office:

215-679-2041

office@newgoshucc.org
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

First UCC LIFT is selling tickets for their 10th Annual Basket Raffle that is Friday, May 3rd. Tickets are $20 each and can be purchased from Dona Kern. If you have 8 or more in your group, you can reserve a table. Proceeds will benefit the Southeastern Veteran's Center and the repairs to our bell tower.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

As previously announced Brian McLaren will be at the 2019 Annual Spring Meeting. Brian D. McLaren is an author, speaker, activist, and public theologian. A former college English teacher and pastor, he is a passionate advocate for “a new kind of Christianity” – just, generous, and working with people of all faiths for the common good. Brian’s presentations during the weekend will be based on his book: “The Great Spiritual Migration – How the World’s Largest Religion is Seeking a Better Way to be Christian”. Not to confuse you, the book can be found in two formats, hardback and paperback, each with a different cover. BOTH books are the same, so reading either is acceptable. Watch for more information on the upcoming Annual Meeting and the possible opportunities to discuss “The Great Spiritual Migration”. The 2019 Annual Spring Meeting will take place May 31-June1, 2019 at West Chester University. To register use the following link: https://psecannual19.eventbrite.com
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Pascha (Easter)          





     April is associated with Spring and this year Easter.  Easter celebrates the core event in the Christian message. Christianity is based on the historical event of Jesus’ resurrection. The original name for the day of Jesus resurrection was Pascha, Aramaic for Passover. Some have tried to discredit the celebration of Easter claiming that it is celebrating the pagan goddess Eeostre. Her day of celebration is celebrated on the Spring Equinox. Consistent with the traditions of Judaism, from which Christianity finds its foundation, our celebration of Jesus resurrection originally followed Passover thus it was called Pascha. 


     A time came when it was felt more appropriate to have the celebration of Jesus’ Resurrection fall on a Sunday every year. The first Sunday was added to the calculation of Passover. Further complicating this calculation is Jews and Christians using different calendars causing a further separation between the celebration of Jesus Resurrection and Passover. As with many Jewish celebrations the full moon was used to determine months and special holy days. The calculation for Easter is determined by finding: the first Sunday, after the first full moon, after the Spring Equinox. 


     To discover where the name Easter came from one need only look to the early German celebration of Jesus Resurrection.  Easter is an anglicized version of the German name for the month in which they celebrated the resurrection of Jesus. No need to run to paganism for an explanation. 


     But before I move on to the importance of Easter, remember that Maundy Thursday and Good Friday set the foundation for the Easter event.


     Maundy Thursday – marks the beginning of Eucharist, The Lord’s Supper, or Holy Communion. This holy meal has its beginning and foundation in the Passover meal. The Passover meal being the celebration of the start of the Jews Exodus journey to the Promised Land. It was a new start, a new relationship with God, and a new land. This movement from one kind of life to a new and different kind of life is continued in Maundy Thursday.  


     The Lord’s Supper marks a new relationship with God that is ratified by the resurrection of Jesus. It is through the holy meal that we participate in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. A constant reminder that it is through our acceptance of Jesus’ death as our own that makes possible our own resurrection to new life through the resurrection of Jesus.


     Good Friday – We are told that early in the morning, after the Jewish leadership had placed Jesus on trial for “blasphemy” the night before, Jesus was  taken to  Pilate. The request was for a murder to be released 











and Jesus of Nazareth to be crucified in his stead. The question that comes to my mind…” Was Jesus so dangerous that letting a murder go free was better then letting Jesus live?” 





One of the challenges in thinking about the importance of Jesus Crucifixion is the seemingly paradox between stating that Jesus is the Son of God and being God in human flesh. When we fail to hold these two truths together, we fail to understand what God has done in and through Jesus. When Jesus died for our sins it was not a normal human dying, it was God dying in our place, dying for us. 





Jesus’ death was only part of the process of freeing humanity from Sin and Death. The resurrection was just as necessary because it is the resurrection that gives us the same kind of new life that Jesus has because of his resurrection. The resurrection ratified everything that Jesus said, did, or claimed to be. When we claim Jesus death as our own, we also are claiming Jesus resurrection as our own. It is this movement into the new life that Jesus has that frees us from our old life bound to sin and death, to take on a new kind of life in which sin and death no longer have power to separate us from God and God’s realm of righteousness.


“Hallelujah, Jesus is Risen, Jesus has Risen indeed.”


May you all have a blessed Easter season. 


Rev. Kern








Blessings! Rev. Kern 











