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Why is Pastor Kate taking Sabbatical now?  

As per PSEC guidelines, Pastor Kate’s original contract offers a 3 month sabbatical after 6 years of completed ministry. Pastor Kate has completed 6 years of ministry, and will be taking Sabbatical during summer to minimize expenses and church schedule disruptions. At this point in ministry, Pastor Kate needs time to retook, refresh, and relook at her ministry and the churches’ ministry and how to strengthen both. 
Will Pastor Kate be “working” while on Sabbatical? 
Yes. Sabbatical is a Holy Rest from the routines and burdens of parish ministry year in and year out, but it is not a rest from ministry, growth, or even “work”! Pastor Kate will be taking a spiritual retreat, developing ministry skills for this time and place, spending lengthy time on worship and sermon development, among other projects that will benefit her personal ministry and her work at East Vincent and 1st UCC. And, of course, resting, relaxing and refreshing, as the Lord commands. 

Will Pastor Kate be at the churches during Sabbatical?  

No. An important part of a sabbatical is to make a complete break from things. The only people who will be in direct contact with Pastor Kate while she is away will be her family. In the unlikely event that some extraordinary news absolutely must be communicated to Pastor Kate, Darlene will coordinate contact. 
Who will cover Pastor Kate’s responsibilities during her absence?  

The Rev. Marti Smith will be providing worship and funeral services while Pastor Kate is gone. Pastor Kate’s absence is an opportunity for YOU to try out new responsibilities at the church, such as: homebound visitation, online evangelism, hosting Dance Parties at the church, leading a bible study, etc. All of our ministries will continue to flourish while Pastor Kate is away, and perhaps new ones will be formed. It is important to remember that the sabbatical is a two-way process: while Pastor Kate is on her journey of renewal, refreshment, and reflection, the congregation will embark on a journey as well – to continue reflection on our prior work, to renew ourselves, and to discern God’s will for us. 
Who will pay for the Sabbatical?  

The only costs associated with Pastor Kate’s 2015 Sabbatical are supply preaching and emergency pastoral care. Pastor Kate will be covering one third of these costs out of her budgeted annual expenses, and each church will also cover one third. Beginning in 2016, JMC will begin including a line item in its budget to put aside money each year for pastoral sabbatical expenses to spread out costs for future sabbaticals. 
How will we get “reacquainted” when Pastor Kate returns?

Pastor Kate’s first Sunday back will include a welcome-back celebration. In addition, an opportunity for sharing of experiences (both Pastor Kate’s and the churches’), as well as some evaluation with input from the entire congregation, will be planned by Pastor Kate and the JMC. 
JOINT MINISTRY COUNCIL
Joint Ministry Council Members welcome any concerns, questions, and feedback… 
From East Vincent:

April Winham, Secretary, 610-792-1422 (2015)

Nancy McConaghy, 610-933-4628 (2015)
Jaime Roach, 484-938-7951 (2016)

Carolyn Zimmerman, Pres 610-935-1088 (2016) 
From First Church:

Alan Dreibelbis, 610-948-6271 (2015)
Deb Theisen, 610-948-9290 (2015)

Dick Fisher, Pres Elect, 610-948-8911 (2016)

Nancy Fisher, 610-948-8911 (2016)

Carol Hanebury, Treasurer, 610-948-6082
     (currently not a member)

The JMC met on Tuesday, January 13th at First Church. The progress of Pastor Kate’s sabbatical was discussed.  Rev. Marti Smith has committed to providing pastoral care during this time.  A sheet with details and FAQ was handed out at the annual meetings and is what is included in this newsletter.  Our discernment process, called “Dreaming Together” was discussed and dates were set for joint worship, lunch, and discussion time.  Pastoral Relations “training” and other items were discussed as well as committee revamping and structure.  The next meeting is scheduled for April 21, 2015. 
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March Joint Ministry Newsletter Deadline is Thursday, Feb 19th! 

Are YOU missing BIBLE STUDY?
Pastor Kate is researching and checking out local bible studies at nearby UCC and other churches. Have you been missing bible study? Let Pastor Kate know what days work for you and we’ll find a good one together! 

In case of inclement weather 
during the winter months:
** Cancellation of Sunday School & Worship at First will be announced on Radio Station KYW, 1060 and advertised on Social Media. 
** Notification of Cancellation of Worship at East Vincent will be made through the phone chain. 
4th SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

Installation of Consistory

February 1, 2015
9:00 a.m. Worship at EV 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School at First 

11:00 a.m. Worship at First
Lenten Awakenings: Held at St. Luke's on the 1st 5 Saturdays in Lent from 9:30 - 11:30.  The book they are studying is by Parker Palmer -Celebration of Disciplines.  The group that gathers at St. Luke's is a wonderful blend of people from different churches - a lot of fun and some thoughtful reflection and spiritual experiences.  You can find more information on the PSEC website.  

Pastor Kate will be on vacation February 8th – 11th. During this time, if you or someone in your family has a pastoral emergency, please call either the church office at 1st Church (610-948-9156) or East Vincent (610-935-0224) or JMC President, Carolyn Zimmerman (610-935-1088).

5th SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

February 8, 2015

10:00 am Combined Worship at First UCC. We will be blessed by the 

“Bells of Prasie” and will have a guest preacher leading us in worship. 
DREAMING TOGETHER

It is time for East Vincent and First UCC to begin DREAMING TOGETHER – about our future, and listening to God’s call to follow Christ into the next generation. JMC has decided to begin this process in an ancient and biblical way: worshipping and eating together! We invite everyone to mark their calendars for Sunday, February 15th at 10 am at East Vincent (Rev. Wanda Craner will also be joining us), and Sunday, March 15th at 10 am at 1st UCC. We will worship and enjoy a potluck meal while we DREAM TOGETHER – come with your thoughts, ideas, and dreams about the future of the many blessings God has brought together in US!

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1An Invitation

Parkside United Church of Christ in Phoenixville invites the community to participate in a six-session series of studies on the biblical texts of G. F. Handel’s Messiah (the Lent and Easter Portion of Part II).  Beginning on Sunday, February 22, and continuing through March 22, the series will be held at 6:30 pm  in the Education Building.  The church is located at the corner of Main Street and Third Avenue across from Reeves Park.  A handicapped entrance is located off Third Avenue.   Each session will end with opportunity to listen to a recording of each segment.  The times together will conclude by 7:30 pm with light refreshments. 

Tackle Hunger - Souper Bowl of Caring 

Please give generously on Super Bowl Sunday, February 1st (and during the whole month of February), whether it is cans of soup or monetary donations!  Everything will be donated to the Food Pantry at Project Outreach.

THE VINCENT VIEW

News from East Vincent UCC
282 Hill Church Road, Spring City

Phone 610-935-0224
EastVincentUCC@aol.com
INFO FOR NEWSLETTER……….

If you have something you would like to have included in the newsletter, please mark it VINCENT VIEW and leave it in the Church Office or you can e-mail it to Darlene. 
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EV SHUT- INS 

OF THE MONTH:
Alan Moore
300 St. John’s Circle
Phoenixville, PA  19460 
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[image: image12.wmf]FEBRUARY 15TH is the next Invite a Friend / Food & Fellowship Sunday: The 3rd Sunday of every month is an Invite a Friend / Food & Fellowship Sunday.  Donations of canned goods & non-perishable foods will be collected.  
February Birthdays
  5
Paolo O’Reilly
  7
David Grove   
[image: image13.wmf]14
Nancy Swymelar

14
Mildred Jones

15
Peter Dabback

15 
Lila Deery 

19
Kirian Heffentrager 
21
Debbie Kowalko

21
Adam Sturges 
22
Don Heffentrager, Jr. 
24
John Funk

25
Michelle Wosczyna

25
Drew Zummo 

Happy Anniversary 

20
Bill and Eleanor Keller

25
Brian and Whitney O’Reilly 

EAST VINCENT CONSISTORY
Terms end in January 2016

Nancy McConaghy, 610-933-4628

Craig Springer, 610-469-9199

Linda Theurkauf, 610-659-3000

Terms end in January 2017 

Eleanor Keller, 610-935-0115

Sally Wosczyna, 610-933-0199

Craig Zimmerman, 610-935-1088

Next Meeting: Tuesday, Feb 17th at 7 pm 
TRANSFIGURATION 
February 15, 2015

10:00 am Combined Worship 

at East Vincent UCC. 

Joint choir will be singing 

After worship we will enjoy a potluck 

meal while we DREAM TOGETHER
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EV HOAGIE SALE

Thursday, February 12th  
$ 4.00 each 

Be sure to order by signing up on the church bulletin board or by emailing April @ aprilwinham@gmail.com. Orders must be placed by Thursday, Feb 5th. Orders may be picked up at East Vincent between 9-10 a.m. on the 12th.  Contact April Winham with any questions.  
Our Daily Bread daily devotional booklets are available in Fellowship Hall. Contributions to offset the donation sent to RBC Ministries are welcome. 
REMEMBER TO SAVE:

PENNIES FOR BETHANY – All coins and $’s accepted.  Please place in “PENNIES FOR BETHANY” jar in Fellowship Hall.

TABS FROM ALUMINUM CANS – for Ronald McDonald House.  Please place tabs in “TAB” container in Fellowship Hall.

ALUMINUM CANS – Place cans in corral at end of shed toward Hill Church Road.  Money rec’d from recycling goes into General Fund.

EAST VINCENT VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
Sunday, Feb 1 – 9:00 am  

Greeters/Ushers
the Turpins
Lector


Jane Turpin 

S.S. Teacher

Volunteer needed
Communion Prep 
Elaine & John Funk 

Sunday, Feb 15 – 10:00 am JOINT
Greeters/Ushers
the Hoffmans  
Lector


Bill Hoffman
S.S. Teacher

Volunteer needed
Sunday, Feb 22 – 9:00 am    

Greeters/Ushers
the McConaghys
Lector


Nancy McConaghy 
S.S. Teacher  

Volunteer needed
Communion Prep 
Nancy McConaghy 
Sunday, March 1 – 9:00 am 
Greeters/Ushers
the Zimmermans

Lector    

Craig Zimmerman 
S.S. Teacher

Volunteer needed
PLEASE FIND A REPLACEMENT & CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO SERVE ON YOUR SCHEDULED SUNDAY.  

ALTAR FLOWER 

SPONSORS 
If you are interested in sponsoring the Altar Flowers at either church, just give us a call! It’s a great way to recognize a birthday, remember a loved one, or honor someone for their service (especially if you live out of the area). Just call or email either of the church offices and we will make the arrangements – I mean we’ll contact BethAnn’s Flowers! 
Spirit on Tap

Spirit on Tap is held on the fourth Tuesday of the month at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, 1741 Papermill Road, in Reading at 7 pm. There is no charge and all are welcome. Spirit on Tap’s purpose is to encourage theological discussion, explore alternative views, and stimulate dialogue around issues of faith and spirituality. 

February 24 – Archaeology of Jerusalem, Dr. Harry L. Serio

First Church’s

    
     Jottings
Church Information ~

Mr. Frank Marsteller, Minister of Music

Mrs. Jackie Miller, Handbell Choir Director

Ms. Ruth Shultz, Sexton 

Mrs. Darlene Canning, Secretary 

Church Office ~ 610-948-9156

Email Address:  firstuccroy@netzero.net
Website: www.firstuccroyersford.com
**********************
A reminder that The Upper Room and Our Daily Bread daily devotional guides are available on the table in the Social Hall.  Donations to help defray costs are accepted.  

The next Men’s Breakfast will be on Sunday, February 15th at the Spring Ford Diner at 8:30 a.m.  All men are invited!  Please contact Alan Dreibelbis if you have any questions. Next Month: Annual Rotary Pancake Breakfast 
Financial Assistants for February: 
Sandy Lazorchick and Dave Hunsberger
SHOO FLY PIE SALE

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12TH    

It’s Shoo Fly Pie Time!!! New cost will be $5.00 each.  Pies can be picked up on Thursday, February 12th between 9-11 am. Orders can be placed by calling the Church Office (610-948-9156) or there are sign up sheets in the Narthex and the Social Hall.   
Betty Dengler 

83 Eleanor Drive
RD #1 

Spring City, PA  19475

610-495-5005

FIRST UCC CONSISTORY

Sandy Lazorchick, Deacon, Jan 2015

Theresa McDonnell, Secty, Deacon, Jan 2016
Darlene Canning, Deacon, Jan 2017

Donna McFarland, Deacon, Jan 2018 
Barbara Shaffer, Elder, Jan 2015 

Judy Markert, Vice President, Elder, Jan 2016 

Jim Lafreeda, Elder, Jan 2017

Becky Lafreeda, President, Elder, Jan 2018

Highlights from the January meeting:
· New members will be received soon
· Approval given to purchase a new computer for the office. Church Women will donate.

· Discussions with East Vincent will begin in February and a way to revamp committees is being looked at 
Next meeting: Sunday, Feb 8th after worship
THANK YOU to Carol Hanebury who continues to fill in for Frank while he recovers!!!
Open and Affirming statement: 

We, the members of First United Church of Christ, Royersford, celebrate the beauty and uniqueness of each expression of God’s diverse family as well as our oneness in Christ. We affirm that each individual is a child of God, and recognize that we are called to be like one body with many members, seeking with others of every race, ethnicity, creed, class, age, gender, marital status, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation, gender identity and gender expression to journey together toward the promised realm of God. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that transcends our differences.
The Spring-Ford Rotary Club’s 37th Annual Breakfast Buffet will be held on Sunday, March 1st from 8 am-1:30 pm at the Friendship Fire Co. (3rd Ave & Green St, Royersford) All you can eat pancakes, eggs, sausage, toast, corn fritters, beverage & dessert. Tickets are $9 for adults, $7 for Seniors (62 & up), $5 for Children (5-12).  

1st UCC WORSHIP LEADER SCHEDULE: 

Greeters:
Feb 1: Jeanne Lincoln

Feb 8: Sandy Lazorchick

Feb 22: Dave & Arlene Landes

March 1: Dick & Nancy Fisher

March 8: Carolyn Gottshall

Lectors:

Feb 1: Jackie Miller 

Feb 8: Cathleen Bach

Feb 22: Alan Dreibelbis

March 1: Gloria Gaynor

March 8: Dave Landes

Head Ushers:

Feb 1: Cathy Bach
Feb 8: Dave Hunsberger

Feb 22: Fay Hunsberger
March 1: Judy Markert 
March 8: Cathy Bach
Nursery:     
Feb 1: Carolyn Shanaman
Feb 8: Theresa McDonnell

Feb 22: Becky Lafreeda
March 1: Carolyn Shanaman
March 8: Darlene Canning 
Remember, you can support First Church by:

Saving your Redner’s Receipts – just use your Save-A-Tape card when you check out and turn your tapes into Alan Dreibelbis or leave them in the church office 

Purchasing Giant Gift Cards – See Darlene Canning to purchase a Giant gift card (cash or checks made out to “First UCC Church Women”) You can use the gift card when doing your weekly shopping and the Church Women will earn 5%.  

Save your Aluminum Cans – help support Jake’s Boy Scout Troop by bringing in your cans.
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     Feb.   4
   Luke Moser   

     Feb.   4
   Ron Joyce   


     Feb. 10
   Josh Pletcher  
     Feb. 12
   Logan McDonnell

     Feb. 16
   Henry Houck  

     Feb. 24
   Clark Gaynor, III

     Feb. 26
   Larry Miller  
Happy Anniversary

 February 17th – Bill & Darlene Canning 
Meetings & Upcoming Events:
Sunday, Feb 1 – 10 am Sunday School, 11:00 am Worship, Souper Bowl of Caring, Installation of Consistory  

Wed, Feb 4 – 7 pm Bells, 8 pm Choir

Thurs, Feb 5 – EV hoagie orders due
Sunday, Feb 8 – 10:00 am Joint Worship at First Church, Bells of Praise performing, Rev. Kathy Jachowski guest minister, Consistory meets  

Sunday, Feb 8-Wed, Feb 11 – Pastor Kate on vacation 

Monday, Feb 9 – 8:30 am Baking Shoo Fly Pies, 7 pm Church Women

Tues, Feb 10 – 8:30 am Baking Shoo Fly Pies

Wed, Feb 11 – 8:30 am Baking Shoo Fly Pies

Thursday, Feb 12 – EV Hoagies, 9-11 am Pick up Shoo Fly Pie orders 
Sunday, Feb 15 – 8:30 am Men’s Breakfast at 
S-F Diner, 10:00 am Joint Worship at East Vincent, Pot Luck Lunch, Dreaming Together, Rev. Wanda Craner from PSEC joining us  

Ash Wed, Feb 18 – 7 pm Combined service at Church of the Epiphany  
Thursday, Feb 19 – Newsletter deadline 
Sunday, Feb 22 – 10:00 am Sunday School, 11:00 am Worship, 1st Sunday in Lent, Holy Communion  

Tuesday, Feb 24 – 7 pm Spirit on Tap 

Wed, Feb 25 – 7 pm Lenten Service at East Vincent, Rev. Dennis Keen preaching 
Sunday, March 1 – Rotary’s Annual Pancake Breakfast, 10 am Sunday School, 11:00 am Worship, 2nd Sunday in Lent  

Please ring the doorbell!!

If you stop by First Church and find the door is locked, just ring the doorbell to the far right of the Social Hall doors.  
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2015 COMMUNITY LENTEN SERVICES 
Nursery available ~ Fellowship following worship

Offering will be donated to the 
Spring-Ford Pastor’s Emergency Relief Fund
“The Prayers We Pray Together”
ASH Wednesday, February 18 ~ 7:00 p.m. 
Church of the Epiphany  

209 S. 3rd Ave, Royersford

Wednesday, February 25 ~ 7:00 p.m.

At East Vincent UCC
282 Hill Church Rd, Spring City  

Rev. Dennis Keen preaching  
Wednesday, March 4 ~ 7:00 p.m.

At First UCC, Spring City 
145 Chestnut St, Spring City

Pastor John Shantz preaching 

Wednesday, March 11 ~ 7:00 p.m.

At Royersford United Methodist  

380 Church St, Royersford 

Rev Erick Kern preaching 

Wednesday, March 18 ~ 7:00 p.m.

At Providence Church of the Brethren 

1202 S. Township Line Rd, Royersford 

Pastor Kate preaching 

Wednesday, March 25 ~ 7:00 p.m.

At Spring City United Methodist 

45 N. Church St, Spring City

Pastor Zabdiel Khan preaching 
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. 
First UCC East Vincent Charge Covenant 

367 Washington Street

Royersford, PA  19468

Mission Statement: “Our mission is to praise God and serve Christ through hearing and doing the Word of God. As caring and supporting Christian disciples, we offer opportunities for spiritual growth, service, fellowship and friendship, and development of our uniqueness both as individuals and a community of faith. We reach out in love to welcome the stranger, give hope to the hopeless, and share the peace of Christ with our neighbor."
   Non-Profit org.
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Pastor Kate  


Davidheiser 





For Pastoral Emergencies


Call anytime


Cell: 484-686-4340





Pastor Kate’s E-mail:


pastorkatedavidheiser@


gmail.com
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YOKING WITH CHRIST: Pastor Kate’s 2015 Sabbatical





Come to Me, all who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy, and My load is light.		-Matthew 11:28-30





Sustained profession parish ministry carries a heavy load of burdens, is harder labor than it often appears. This is part of the job, and we all know it; even Jesus was in ministry only three years! For sustained excellence, passion, inspiration, health, and energy, the professionals that develop compensation guidelines for UCC clergy suggest a regular time of Holy Rest for parish pastors. Time out of the regular rhythms of parish life to be renewed and inspired in unexpected ways, to be refreshed to continue to carry the heavy burdens of ministry, always bearing them together, as Paul tells the Corinthians. It is a time to seek new wisdom and risk stepping out into new adventures, trusting I will encounter God in new ways, and return with new wonders, wisdom, energy, hope, and faith to lead and inspire. 


Your Sister in Christ,


Pastor Kate





What is a Sabbatical?  


The word sabbatical has its roots in the biblical concept of Sabbath (“to rest” or “to cease”). Sabbath keeping is setting aside time that God consecrates and makes holy. Sabbath leave is a time for our pastor to shift gears in order to rest, disengage, study, reflect, and travel in order to return to minister among us refreshed and renewed in body, mind, and spirit. (It is not a time for routine work, mid-career assessment, job search, retirement planning, or terminal leave.) Sabbatical is more than a vacation from meetings, budgets, sermons, and people in need. It is a time for Pastor Kate to receive spiritual nourishment and a change in perspective, to deepen her relationship with God, herself, and her family – a season of spiritual growth. This special time will also be a season of growth for the entire congregation.





Do other clergy go on sabbatical?  


Yes. PSEC compensation guidelines suggest every church offer their pastor a 3 month sabbatical after 6 years of ministry. Pastor Kate was able to seek advice from several local UCC pastors who recently will or have taken a sabbatical. 





When will Pastor Kate be on Sabbatical?  


Pastor Kate’s sabbatical will begin after the Park Worship on June 7th, and she will return to the church on August 31st. Her first Sunday back will be September 6th. Pastor Kate will be gone for 12 weeks.














