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In accordance with the teaching of our Lord and the practice prevailing among evangelical Christians, it recognizes two sacraments: Baptism and the Lord’s Supper or Holy Communion.”

DREAMING TOGETHER now

Presented & Discussed 3/15/15

What can we do differently to begin our dreaming journey?

     The “committee” model of doing church work/ministry fails us in many ways: low involvement, missed good ideas, minimal collaboration, and feeling worn out. The hope of this suggested change is to get more involvement (of many generations), increase collaboration, and approach ministry with an attitude of gratitude. The suggested change is to add Worship and Ministry Sundays. Worship and Ministry Sundays would replace, every once in a while, the type of worship we do now. 

Worship and Ministry Sundays 
     On Worship & Ministry Sundays, we would gather in the sanctuary at regular worship time. We worship for 20 minutes (prayers, song, scripture). Then we break into Ministry Groups for 45 minutes (within the sanctuary). Then we come back together to report and set/review the church calendar for 15 minutes. Then we all proceed down stairs where pastor delivers communion liturgy, we all sing a benediction and we fellowship.

     Ministry Groups are decided by those attending: anyone can suggest a group and anyone is invited to “work” within any group. Folk may also choose to spend some time “working” within one group, then switch to another after as much time as they like. Example Ministry Groups are: a Prayer group, Building/Property, Children & Worship, Evangelism, Mission, Bible Study, Community/Kingdom Building (events like NNO, Dance Parties, Cookies, Hoagies, etc.).
PROPOSED DATES

Proposed for 2015: 3 or 4 

(Dates to be discussed 4/19) 

Beyond that: Perhaps every six weeks we do this?

Perhaps every other Worship & Ministry Sunday is combined?

After a bountiful potluck feast, we discussed this proposal:

Advantages/What we like about this idea:
-Potential to eliminate night or after worship meetings; being involved in “business” of church without extra day or evening commitment

-Potentially finding gifts/talents/time/service in those not previously asked & improved volunteerism

-Learn new ideas & new ideas from quieter people and more age groups

-Help us build focus, aid in better communication, clearer agenda as a whole and better utilize our resources; Not just “going through the motions”

-Some may be more likely to contribute/share in a small group setting

-This is an opportunity to look to the future before we fall apart

-We need to have this discussion to help us define our purpose; why are we here? Defining this is important.

-Being able to involve everyone in ministry. 

Fears/Dislikes about this idea:
-People won’t come on these days

-The larger time commitment

-People won’t be fully committed to the idea

-The same people will be doing the same things

-This will turn people off and they will stop coming

-The called pastor would not be present for two of the proposed dates

-Breakdown of communication: how will information go out?
-Organization of fellowships

-This will put off visitors

-All Worship & Ministry Sundays should be combined, to maximize our numbers and resources.

-More people need to hear this

-People don’t like change

-These may become “gripe” sessions

-We would worship less

-Visitors would be confused

-None

-Members will not like too many of these

-Lead to closing either or both churches

Ideas sparked by this idea:
-We can better assess availability, resources, interest, etc.

-I would involve myself in new areas of ministry

-Involving other churches

-Relaxed Sundays

-Do all Worship & Ministry Sundays together

-To get to our next level, and to improve our current status, we need a better handle on people’s availability and must find ways to accommodate – and better opportunities to learn and understand people’s skills and interest

-If we vote on adopting this proposal, the vote should not be yes: let’s do it or no: let’s not do it; the vote should be yes: I will participate or no: I will not participate
We decided to pray further about this proposal and continue our conversation at another potluck feast on April 19th (after 10 am worship at East Vincent).
We invite everyone to join us in the prayer, worship, feast, and discussion!
EASTER  

Holy Communion

April 5, 2015

9:00 a.m. Worship at EV 

11:00 a.m. Worship at First 
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May Joint Ministry Newsletter Deadline is Thursday, April 16th! 

JOINT MINISTRY COUNCIL
Joint Ministry Council Members welcome any concerns, questions, and feedback… 
From East Vincent:

April Winham, Secretary, 610-792-1422 (2015)

Nancy McConaghy, 610-933-4628 (2015)
Jaime Roach, 484-938-7951 (2016)

Carolyn Zimmerman, Pres 610-935-1088 (2016) 
From First Church:

Alan Dreibelbis, 610-948-6271 (2015)
Deb Theisen, 610-948-9290 (2015)

Dick Fisher, Pres Elect, 610-948-8911 (2016)

Nancy Fisher, 610-948-8911 (2016)

Carol Hanebury, Treasurer, 610-948-6082
     (Currently not a member of JMC)

Next Meeting: Tues, May 19th at 7 pm at First
Lent is our time each year to examine and repent, to turn and re-focus. In concert with our Dreaming journey this Lent, our sermons have centered around contemporary commentaries of church in our culture. These sermons aren’t on YouTube, but you can check out the articles that inspired the sermons:

-What the Church Can Learn From Our Grocery Store by Rev. Peg Nowling Williams

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/rev-peg-nowling-williams/what-the-church-can-learn_1_b_6055106.html
-How a Simple Thing All Gamers Know Can Save the Church by Mark Sandlin

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/thegodarticle/2014/10/how-a-simple-thing-all-gamers-know-can-help-save-the-church/

-How do we let go of Sunday morning by Rev. Mindi http://dmergent.org/articles/2014/6/24/how-do-we-let-go-of-sunday-morning
-Why millennials are leaving the church by Rachel Held Evans

http://religion.blogs.cnn.com/2013/07/27/why-millennials-are-leaving-the-church/?fb_action_ids=10202651567756579&fb_action_types=og.recommends
-The Church That Plays Together by Molly Baskette

http://www.ucc.org/daily_devotional_the_church_that_plays_together 
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Maundy Thursday, April 2 ~ 7 pm Joint Worship at Vincent 

Community Good Friday Services, April 3 ~ 2 pm at Trinity Evangelical Congregational and 7 pm at Church of the Epiphany

Palm Sunday, March 29 – 10 am Joint Worship at First Church, Children’s Blessing, Egg Hunt 

Easter Sunday, April 5 – 9 am Worship with Holy Communion at EV, 11 am Worship with Holy Communion at First Church

2nd Sunday of Easter, April 12 – 10 am Joint Worship at EV

2nd SUNDAY OF EASTER
Holy Humor Sunday

April 12, 2015

10:00 a.m. Joint Worship at EV 

Rev. Ann Few, Guest Preacher 
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Holy Humor Sunday:
April 12th 

Everyone is invited to “come as you are” 
and dressed for fun!! (shorts, costumes, baseball uniforms, whatever!) 

Pastor Kate will be on vacation April 6th – April 13th. During this time, if you or someone in your family has a pastoral emergency, please call either the church office at 1st Church (610-948-9156) or East Vincent (610-935-0224) or Darlene Canning (610-385-4332 or 610-781-7293).

OTHER CHURCH HAPPENINGS…
New Goshenhoppen UCC, 1070 Church Rd., East Greenville is hosting an all you can eat PORK AND SAUERKRAUT BUFFET on Saturday, April 11th from 4 to 7:30 pm. Tickets at the door — $5 for ages 5-12 and $10 for adults. All proceeds support the summer outdoor ministry programs. Contact Donna Fried at moosedlf@aol.com with questions.
Lies That Silence Our Song, Saturday, April 11th at 8:30 am at Spring City Fellowship Church, 540 Glass Ave, Spring City.  Come experience the Elijah House Ministry. Discover freedom to walk in your God-given identity and destiny. Continental breakfast and workshop $20 at the door, $15 in advance – call 610-948-5250.
Grace Assembly of God presents: Help! Somebody I hove has Cancer! What do you do when suddenly faced with the reality that someone you know and love is diagnosed with cancer? Speaker: Rev. Wendell Scanterbury, Director of Pastoral Care at the Cancer Treatment Centers of America in Phila. His presentation will give hope in one place that is often looked at as hopeless.  Details: Saturday, April 18th, 9-11 am at Grace Assembly of God, 1271 W Bridge St, Spring City. RSVP and further info: 610-495-5270. 

July 6 - August 7 – Summer Camping at New Goshenhoppen UCC, East Greenville
New Goshenhoppen UCC, with support from The Pennsylvania Southeast Conference of the United Church of Christ, is offering summer camping programs for children, teens, adults, and families! Check out the details, rates, and dates at www.newgoshucc.org. Camping Scholarships available, Register by May 31 to receive early bird discount. New Goshenhoppen UCC is now accepting applications for summer camp counselors for the 2015 camping season.
THE VINCENT VIEW

News from East Vincent UCC
282 Hill Church Road, Spring City

Phone 610-935-0224
EastVincentUCC@aol.com
INFO FOR NEWSLETTER……….

If you have something you would like to have included in the newsletter, please mark it VINCENT VIEW and leave it in the Church Office or you can e-mail it to Darlene. 
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EV SHUT- INS 

OF THE MONTH:
Paul Baumgarten
Masonic Village

600 Freemason Drive - Rm 2878
Elizabethtown, PA  17022
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EV HOAGIE SALE

Thursday, April 9th  

$ 4.00 each 

Be sure to order by signing up on the church bulletin board or by emailing April @ aprilwinham@gmail.com. Orders must be placed by Thursday, April 2nd. Orders may be picked up at East Vincent between 9-10 a.m. on the 9th.  Contact April Winham with any questions.  
Church Ladies

The Church Ladies are planning on going out to dinner on Tuesday, May 5th at 6:30 pm to the Spring City Hotel.  First Church’s Church Women are also invited!  Let Jaime Roach know if you plan to attend! 

Our Daily Bread daily devotional booklets are available in Fellowship Hall. Contributions to offset the donation sent to RBC Ministries are welcome. 
April Birthdays
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  2
Lynsey Haslip

  3
Allison Haines 

  5
Kristin Zimmerman
  6
Barbara Kohansby
  7
Melissa Lynn



12
Ava Sindaco      

13
Robert Whitcomb, Kelly Kronmuller
15
Whitney O’Reilly, Shirley Lynn  

17
Dore Dabback, Julia Lipkowitz   

18
Sarah Wosczyna, Chloe Sindaco

18
Brian O’Reilly  

23
Mark Yeager 

24
Bill Keller

25
Megan McConaghy

26
Eleanor Keller

28 
Benjamin Grove
Happy Anniversary

23
Andrew Kalish & Barbara Quinter 

3rd SUNDAY OF EASTER

April 19, 2015

10:00 am Combined Worship at 

First UCC. Joint choir will be singing.

After worship we will enjoy a potluck 

meal while we DREAM TOGETHER

EAST VINCENT CONSISTORY
Terms end in January 2016

Nancy McConaghy, Co-Treas, 610-933-4628

Craig Springer, 610-469-9199

Linda Theurkauf, Co-Treas, 610-659-3000

Terms end in January 2017 

Eleanor Keller, Secretary, 610-935-0115

Sally Wosczyna, President, 610-933-0199

Craig Zimmerman, Vice Pres, 610-935-1088
John Funk, Financial Advisor, 610-495-6422
Madison Wosczyna, Christian Ed Liason
Next Meeting: Wednesday, April 15th at 7 pm 

EAST VINCENT VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
EASTER Sunday, April 5 – 9:00 am    

Greeters/Ushers
the Yeagers
Lector


Zoanne Yeager
S.S. Teacher  

Volunteer needed
Communion Prep 
Sally Wosczyna  
Sunday, April 12 – 10:00 am JOINT 

Greeters/Ushers
the Turpins


Lector    

Jane Turpin 
S.S. Teacher

Volunteer needed

Sunday, April 19 – 10:00 am JOINT

Greeters/Ushers
the Hoffmans
Lector


Bill Hoffman 
S.S. Teacher

Volunteer needed
Sunday, April 26 – 9:00 am

Greeters/Ushers
the McConaghys 

Lector


Nancy McConaghy 
S.S. Teacher

Jaime Roach    

Sunday, May 3 – 9:00 am

Greeters/Ushers
the Zimmermans  

Lector


Craig Zimmerman 
S.S. Teacher

Volunteer needed
Communion Prep
Volunteer needed 
PLEASE FIND A REPLACEMENT & CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO SERVE ON YOUR SCHEDULED SUNDAY.  
Spirit on Tap 
Spirit on Tap is held on the fourth Tuesday of the month at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, 1741 Papermill Road, in Reading at 7 pm. There is no charge and all are welcome. Spirit on Tap’s purpose is to encourage theological discussion, explore alternative views, and stimulate dialogue around issues of faith and spirituality. 

April 28 – Adverse Childhood Experiences, Dr. Sally Kuykendall
Attn: Delegates

Ursinus Assoc. Spring Meeting
Tuesday, April 28th at First UCC, Spring City

5:30 pm Registration, 6 pm Supper

6:45 pm Worship, 7 pm Program & Business Mtg “Encouraging Vocation as Spiritual Practice” by Rev Jacquie Church Young, from Lancaster Theological Seminary 
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First Church’s

    
     Jottings
Church Information ~

Mrs. Carol Hanebury, Organist
Mrs. Jackie Miller, Handbell Choir Director

Ms. Ruth Shultz, Sexton 

Mrs. Darlene Canning, Secretary 

Church Office ~ 610-948-9156

Email Address:  firstuccroy@netzero.net
Website: www.firstuccroyersford.com
**********************
A reminder that The Upper Room and Our Daily Bread daily devotional guides are available on the table in the Social Hall.  Donations to help defray costs are accepted.  


The next Men’s Breakfast will be on Sunday, April 12th at The Ridge at 8:15 a.m.  All men are invited!  Please contact Alan Dreibelbis (610-948-6271) if you have any questions.  
Financial Assistants for April: 
Dave Hunsberger, Alan Dreibelbis
Jackie Houck 
3000 E. High Street

Lot 62

Pottstown, PA 19464

610-326-2495    

FIRST UCC CONSISTORY

Theresa McDonnell, Secty, Deacon, Jan 2016
Darlene Canning, Deacon, Jan 2017

Donna McFarland, Deacon, Jan 2018 
Alan Dreibelbis, Deacon, Jan 2019
Judy Markert, Vice President, Elder, Jan 2016 

Jim Lafreeda, Elder, Jan 2017

Becky Lafreeda, President, Elder, Jan 2018

Cathy Bach, Elder, Jan 2019

Highlights from the March meeting:
· $3,500 transferred from the Shoo Fly Fund to Current Expense 
· Ideas for a memorial service for Frank were discussed, more input and availability from others needed
· Still researching for a new investment firm

· Carol has agreed to be the organist until June. Different people putting feelers out for a replacement/more permanent solution. 

· Tenants will not be renewing their lease at the parsonage & will be moving out in May
Next meeting: Monday, April 13th at 7 pm 
4th SUNDAY OF EASTER 

April 26, 2015

9:00 a.m. Worship at EV
10:00 a.m. Sunday School at First 

11:00 a.m. Worship at First 
Please ring the doorbell!!

If you stop by First Church and find the door is locked, just ring the doorbell to the far right of the Social Hall doors.  


We hope to take in New Members at First UCC on May 3: Please contact PK if you are interested in more information and/or becoming a member!

1st UCC WORSHIP LEADER SCHEDULE: 

Greeters:
April 5: Sandy Lazorchick
April 26: Dave & Arlene Landes  

May 3: Dick & Nancy Fisher

May 10: Deb Theisen
Lectors:

April 5: Jackie Miller
April 26: Gloria Gaynor 
May 3: Cathleen Bach

May 10: Alan Dreibelbis
Head Ushers:

April 5: Cathy Bach
April 26: Fay Hunsberger
May 3: Judy Markert
May 10: Dave Hunsberger
Nursery:     
April 5: Darlene Canning 
April 26: Becky Lafreeda
May 3: Theresa McDonnell
May 10: Carolyn Shanaman
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April 1

Greg Henry

April 3

Barbara Shaffer

April 5

Jackie Houck

April 13
Carolyn Shanaman

April 19
B. J. Shanaman

April 20
Faith Miller

April 22
Josh Dubost

April 23
Rochelle Weidman

April 30
Joseph Cioe, III 

SHOO FLY PIE SALE

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12TH    

It’s Shoo Fly Pie Time!!! Cost: $5.00 each.  Pies can be picked up on Thursday, April 9th.  Orders can be placed by calling the Church Office (610-948-9156) or there are sign-up sheets on all the bulletin boards.  

at First UCC

Saturday, May 2nd 
8:00 am – 1:00 pm

Attic Treasures, clothes, books, electronics, and more!

Tons of Food: Soup, hot dogs,

hoagies, shoo fly pies & more!

Items for the Rummage Sale will be received on Monday, 4/27, Tuesday, 4/28, and Wednesday, 4/29 between 9am-noon.  Please remember items must be in clean, good condition.
Meetings & Upcoming Events:
Thurs, April 2 – 7 pm Maundy Thursday service at East Vincent, EV Hoagie Orders Due  

Easter Sunday, April 5 – 11 am Worship, Holy Communion 

Mon – Wed, April 6-8 – 8:30 am baking shoo fly pies 

Thurs, April 9 – 9-11 am Pick up orders, EV Hoagie Day 
Sunday, April 12 – 8:15 am Men’s Breakfast at The Ridge, 10 am Joint Worship at East Vincent, 2nd Sunday of Easter, Pastor Kate on vacation, Pastor Ann Few, Guest Preacher
Monday, April 13 – 7 pm Consistory 
Thurs, April 16 – 9 am Serve at the Food Pantry at Project Outreach, Newsletter deadline 

Sunday, April 19 – 10 am Joint Worship at EV, Pot Luck Lunch, Dreaming Together   

Sunday, April 26 – 10:00 am Sunday School, 11:00 am Worship 


A Memorial Service for Frank Marsteller is tentatively scheduled for Sunday, May 31st.  If you are interested in participating in this service by sharing your musical talents, sharing a memory, or in some other way, please contact the church office at 610-948-9156.  
“COFFEE CAN MINISTRY”

Don’t forget about the donations we continue to send to Old First Reformed Church’s Homeless Shelter in Phila.  There is a wooden container on the table in the back of the Sanctuary for you to place your donations.  For close to 30 years, Old First has opened its doors from November 1st to April 30th, offering homeless men shelter and hospitality, a refuge from the cold streets. Our continued financial support is needed to help welcome brothers to a warm, safe night of rest.  
Open and Affirming statement: 

We, the members of First United Church of Christ, Royersford, celebrate the beauty and uniqueness of each expression of God’s diverse family as well as our oneness in Christ. We affirm that each individual is a child of God, and recognize that we are called to be like one body with many members, seeking with others of every race, ethnicity, creed, class, age, gender, marital status, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation, gender identity and gender expression to journey together toward the promised realm of God. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that transcends our differences.
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ROYERSFORD NNO

TUESDAY, AUGUST 4, 2015

Join us for the next planning meeting Thurs, April 9th at 7 pm in the Social Hall at First Church.

Remember, you can support First Church by:

Saving your Redner’s Receipts – just use your Save-A-Tape card when you check out and turn your tapes into Alan Dreibelbis or leave them in the church office 

Save your Aluminum Cans – help support Jake’s Boy Scout Troop by bringing in your cans.
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First UCC East Vincent Charge Covenant 

367 Washington Street

Royersford, PA  19468

Mission Statement: “Our mission is to praise God and serve Christ through hearing and doing the Word of God. As caring and supporting Christian disciples, we offer opportunities for spiritual growth, service, fellowship and friendship, and development of our uniqueness both as individuals and a community of faith. We reach out in love to welcome the stranger, give hope to the hopeless, and share the peace of Christ with our neighbor."
   Non-Profit org.
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Pastor Kate  


Davidheiser 





For Pastoral Emergencies


Call anytime


Cell: 484-686-4340





Pastor Kate’s E-mail:


pastorkatedavidheiser@


gmail.com
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Can this church find NEW LIFE??





     Resurrection season is upon us! Year after year, pastors in every town and land proclaim the call: Live the Resurrected Life! We at East Vincent and 1st UCC, Royersford will take this call to heart and action as communities of Christ as we Dream Together about what our ministry will be and look like in the years to come. Attendance and participation were not only high, but full of wonderful Spirit as we Dreamed Together about what we can do Now on March 15th. We feasted on each other’s bountiful blessings and discussed a proposal for Worship and Ministry Sundays. We invite all members and friends to pray about this suggested change (presented below), and join in the feasting and dreaming on April 19th at 10 am at East Vincent. Bring your favorite dish, and bring your blocks! Remember, that’s your job in dreaming and visioning: this is YOUR church, and you each have an essential building block of what we will be: I know this, because you are reading this! God has called you to this mission. You bring the blocks, and it’s my job to help you see the many ways they can be put together. 


     In this Resurrection season, may we be inspired by Paul’s words to the faith community at Corinth, struggling to be faithful, as well as those who, just a few generations ago, boldly proclaimed a will to live into Jesus’s prayer: “that they may all be one.”


“You yourselves are our letter of recommendation, written on our hearts, to be known and read by all. And you show that you are a letter from Christ delivered by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts. Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God, who has made us competent to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.” -2 Cor 3:2-6





Preamble to the Constitution of the United Church of Christ, 1957:


“The United Church of Christ acknowledges as its sole head, Jesus Christ, Son of God and Savior. It acknowledges as kindred in Christ all who share in this confession. It looks to the Word of God in the Scriptures, and to the presence and power of the Holy Spirit, to prosper its creative and redemptive work in the world. It claims as its own the faith of the historic Church expressed in the ancient creeds and reclaimed in the basic insights of the Protestant Reformers. It affirms the responsibility of the Church in each generation to make this faith its own in reality of worship, in honesty of thought and expression, and in purity of heart before God. 











