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selves at peace and delighting in the beauty and spaciousness of the scene. This experience of peace and delight may make us more aware of the lack of peace in our normal way of life. Gazing has deepened our awareness and so raised questions of fundamental importance for our well-being, questions which we are normally too busy or too afraid to consider….

     In this reading, imagine the scene happening at this moment and that you are present in it. See the child in the manger, Mary, Joseph, and yourself, allowing your imagination to supply any other details. Just gaze at the scene and see what happens. You don’t have to force anything, just be there. If you feel prompted to talk with Mary and Joseph, to ask them if you may hold the child, then do so. Talk to them about their lives and about your own.

Prayer:
God, still our hearts and minds so that we can learn to gaze, and through gazing glimpse you, our soul’s desiring.

*Resources for Preaching and Worship Year C: Quotations, Meditations, Poetry, and Prayers. Ed. Ward, Hannah & Jennifer Wild. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2003.  21. Gerard W. Hughes, God of Compassion (London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1998), pp.57-58.

WORSHIP & MINISTRY SUNDAY: 

What is it???

       “Worship & Ministry” is an experiment of our gathering structure. This is an experiment that more intentionally pairs and intertwines worship and active ministry. Worship & Ministry Sundays are not they typical “spectator sport” worship gatherings. These occasions offer opportunities for you to hear many voices, have your voice heard, and have your heart stirred in new ways by participating in the work of Jesus our Christ. 

       “Worship and Ministry” is a phrase that describes how we come together – our time schedule. It means we shorten our time of traditional worship – but we do still sing hymns and pray together and let scripture inspire us! But on occasions of Worship & Ministry Sundays, we intentionally move from a purely professionally-led worship, into a time of community/ congregational ministry. This “Ministry” may take on the form of a discussion and question/answer time, such as we will try on January 3rd. Or this “Ministry” time may be breaking into groups to intentionally address projects; such as building plans, evangelism events, etc. This “Ministry” time allows us an opportunity to live our commitments and prayers to be the hands and heart of Jesus, intertwined with our petitions for these opportunities in worship. This is emphasized when we return to praying together after our time of “Ministry” and prior to parting to our own journeys through the world. 

       “Worship & Ministry” is the term we will use for this schedule of gathering – shorter worship time, active ministry time to raise your voice and act for Christ – and parting prayer time. The “Ministry” we do may be different each time, and it will give us new and flexible ways to respond to the gifts God is giving us and the grace the Holy Spirit is pulling us to in this ever changing world!

       We hope to see you on each “Worship & Ministry” Sunday experiment to see and be a part of the Good News that the Incarnate Christ is working right here and now!
Your Sister in Christ,

Pastor Kate

JOINT MINISTRY COUNCIL
Joint Ministry Council Members welcome any concerns, questions, and feedback… 
From East Vincent:

Jaime Roach, Secretary, 484-938-7951 (2016)

Carolyn Zimmerman, 610-935-1088 (2016) 

Paul Winham, Pres. Elect, 610-246-9369 (2017)

Julie Zimmerman, 610-291-3671 (2017)
From First Church:

Dick Fisher, President, 610-948-8911 (2016)

Nancy Fisher, 610-948-8911 (2016)

Ann Few, 717-468-4981 (2017)

Carol Hanebury, Treasurer, 610-948-6082 (2017)
Next Meeting: February 9th at 7 pm at East Vincent
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The next Joint Ministry Newsletter Deadline is Thursday, January 21st! 
Join us for Bible Study!

This winter we will gather out in the world to study God’s word as brothers and sisters in Christ! Join us Tuesdays (1/12, 1/19, 1/26) at 11:30 am at Brewed Awakenings in Royersford (on Main Street, between 2nd & 3rd). And join us January 13th for Wine and the Word at Spring City Hotel at 7pm. Bring along a few dollars for a drink, or come hungry if you like, or just join us for the chatting and study. We hope to see you there!
In case of inclement weather during the winter months:

** Cancellation of Sunday School & Worship at First will be announced on Radio Station KYW, 1060 and advertised on Social Media. 
** Notification of Cancellation of Worship at East Vincent will be made through the phone chain. 
2nd SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
January 3, 2016 
10:00 am JOINT WORSHIP 

at First UCC 

Worship & Ministry Sunday         
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BOOK CLUB
The next book club meeting is going to be hosted by Ann Few (5307 Anchor Ct, Royersford) on Tuesday, January 5th at 7:00 pm.  We'll be discussing Angels and Demons by Dan Brown.
The Pastoral Relations Committee meets on Monday, January 11st at 7 pm at East Vincent UCC.  Members of the PRC are Gloria Gaynor and Alan Dreibelbis from First Church and Jaime Roach and Carolyn Zimmerman from East Vincent.  
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BOTH
FIRST & EAST VINCENT 
WILL HOLD THEIR ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGS ON SUNDAY, 
JANUARY 24, 2016

(snow date: Jan 31) 

All reports for the 
Annual Report will be due on 

Sunday, January 3, 2016. 

Join us January 24th for your congregation’s Annual Meeting. This is a time of energy and change at both East Vincent UCC and First UCC, Royersford, so come to be a part of celebrating another year, and intentionally entering the next focused on what God is blessing us with here and now!
Did you miss a sermon? Find it on YouTube! 

Did you really like a sermon? Find it on YouTube and Share it on Facebook! 

OUR CHURCH OF THE FUTURE

On December 6th, the Core Team presented the results of our survey, combining the gathered information regarding our feelings about our faith communities. The surveys revealed: we do have people who care about our churches. So the Core Team has made some plans to address issues raised in the surveys. If you missed the presentation, you can see it online, it can be found on our church’s Facebook page and webpage. And we invite everyone to join us on January 3rd for a Worship and Ministry Sunday to discuss the survey and future plans. This is your opportunity to ask questions and find out how you can show you care with your commitment to be active in ministry to keep these faith communities strong and thriving in Christ! Please look over the handout from the Core Team distributed on December 6th, and join us on Sunday, January 3rd, at 10am at 1st UCC with your questions and comments about how we can all be involved in Phase 2 of creating our Church of the Future!

Your Sister in Christ, Pastor Kate

THE VINCENT VIEW

News from East Vincent UCC
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The 3rd Sunday of every month is an Invite a Friend / Food & Fellowship Sunday.  Donations of canned goods & non-perishable foods will be collected.  Also, fellowship will be held after the worship service.   

THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST  

January 10, 2016
9:00 a.m. Worship at EV

10:00 a.m. Sunday School at First 

11:00 a.m. Worship at First, Consistory 
JANUARY Birthdays
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  1
Scott McConaghy

  2
Adam Zentz      

  3
Katie Varner  

  5
Elizabeth Haines

  6
Lois Funk, Andrew Shronk

  7
Sandra Kunkle  

  8
Robert Kennedy 

11 
Caroline Springer, Mia Swymelar 

12
Michael Roach, Sydney Yeager
19
Kelly Yeager 

EAST VINCENT CONSISTORY
Terms end in January 2016

Nancy McConaghy, Co-Treas, 610-933-4628

Craig Springer, 610-469-9199

Linda Theurkauf, Co-Treas, 610-659-3000

Terms end in January 2017 

Eleanor Keller, Secretary, 610-935-0115

Sally Wosczyna, President, 610-933-0199

Craig Zimmerman, Vice Pres, 610-935-1088
John Funk, Financial Advisor, 610-495-6422
Madison Wosczyna, Christian Ed Liason
Next Meeting: Wed, January 20th at 7 pm 
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EV HOAGIE SALES

2nd Thursday of the Month  
$ 4.00 each 

Be sure to order by signing up on the church bulletin board or by emailing April Winham @ aprilwinham@gmail.com. Orders must be placed by the first Thursday of the month.  Orders may be picked up at East Vincent between 9-10 a.m. on the 2nd Thursday of the month. 

Order by Jan 7th – Pick up Jan 14th 

Order by Feb 4th – Pick up Feb 11th 

EAST VINCENT VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
Sunday, Jan 10 – 9:00 am

Greeters/Ushers
Paul Winham


Lector


Paul Winham 
S.S. Teacher

Jaime Roach     
Sunday, Jan 17 – 9:00 am 
Greeters/Ushers
the Dabbacks

Lector    

Peter Dabback
 

S.S. Teacher

Volunteer Needed
Fellowship 

Volunteer Needed
 

Sunday, Jan 24 – 9:00 am
Greeters/Ushers
the Hoffmans
 
Lector


Bill Hoffman
S.S. Teacher

Volunteer Needed
 
Sunday, Jan 31 – 9:00 am 
Greeters/Ushers
the Zimmermans
 
Lector    

Craig Zimmerman
S.S. Teacher

Volunteer Needed


Sunday, Feb 7 – 9:00 am 
Greeters/Ushers
Nancy McConaghy
  

Lector    

Nancy McConaghy 
S.S. Teacher

Volunteer Needed
Communion Prep  
Volunteer Needed
Sunday, Feb 14 – 9:00 am 
Greeters/Ushers
the Yeagers
  

Lector    

Zoanne Yeager 
S.S. Teacher

Volunteer Needed
PLEASE FIND A REPLACEMENT & CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO SERVE ON YOUR SCHEDULED SUNDAY.  

Have questions or comments about the survey? Wondering how you can show you care about your church after that long survey? Confused about what is going on? Ready to get on with the next step? Then we want YOU to come on January 3rd at 10am to 1st UCC, Royersford! Join us for a Worship and Ministry Sunday. Our “Ministry” time will be dedicated to discussion and questions surrounding our Church of the Future Phase 2 project. We hope to see you all there!  Your Sister in Christ, Pastor Kate

JOINT VISITING VOICES: January 31st  Join us as we travel to BOTH First Church & East Vincent homebound members, bringing songs and smiles and the Spirit of Joy in Jesus Christ. We will meet at East Vincent at 2 pm. All ages welcome, and good smiles are as welcome as good singers!  

Come to a Pizza Party!
Make it a family affair!

To be held on Sunday, January 17th at East Vincent Church from 3:00-5:30 pm. Join us for this event to help our families prepare for Lent and gain a better understanding why this is a special season of the church. Why we fast or “give up something for Lent?” We will begin with take home crafts to be used during the Lenten season.  Then start our mission project collecting items for cold snowy weather-gloves, mittens, scarves, hats and socks. Have your children outgrown or no longer played with some toys? Let’s collect these toys, clean, sort and repair as needed for donation. Ending the evening, there will a variety of pizza.  Please notify Carolyn Zimmerman with any diet restrictions.
REMEMBER TO SAVE:

PENNIES FOR BETHANY – All coins and $’s accepted.  Please place in “PENNIES FOR BETHANY” jar in Fellowship Hall.

TABS FROM ALUMINUM CANS – for Ronald McDonald House.  Please place tabs in “TAB” container in Fellowship Hall.

ALUMINUM CANS – Place cans in corral at end of shed toward Hill Church Road.  Money rec’d from recycling goes into General Fund.


First Church’s

    
     Jottings
A reminder that The Upper Room and Our Daily Bread daily devotional guides are available on the table in the Social Hall.  Donations to help defray costs are accepted.  

Financial Assistants for January: 
Cathy Bach and Cathleen Bach 
The next Men’s Breakfast will be on Sunday, January 17th at the Main St. Café at 8:30 am. All men are invited!  Please contact Alan Dreibelbis (610-948-6271) if you have any questions.  
FIRST UCC CONSISTORY

Theresa McDonnell, Secty, Deacon, Jan 2016
Darlene Canning, Deacon, Jan 2017

Donna McFarland, Deacon, Jan 2018 
Alan Dreibelbis, Deacon, Jan 2019

Judy Markert, Vice President, Elder, Jan 2016 

Jim Lafreeda, Elder, Jan 2017

Becky Lafreeda, President, Elder, Jan 2018

Cathy Bach, Elder, Jan 2019

Next meeting: Sunday, January 10th after worship
2nd SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY   

January 17, 2016

9:00 a.m. Worship at EV

10:00 a.m. Sunday School at First 

11:00 a.m. Worship at First 
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     Jan.   

Lee Mercer   

     Jan.   1

Jennifer Cioe

     Jan.   3

Tim Theisen     
     Jan.   3

Marian Dunlap
     Jan.   4

Lucas Stahler
     Jan. 10

Robin Miller
     Jan. 13

Suzanne Henry
     Jan. 13

Deb Theisen
     Jan. 18

Jonathan Nachsin
     Jan. 19

Carol Hanebury 

     Jan. 22

Alice Reifinger 

     Jan. 23

Rob Theisen

     Happy Anniversary
    January 10th – Lee & Molly Mercer 

Meetings & Upcoming Events:
Sunday, Jan 3 – 10 am Joint Worship at First Church

Wed, Jan 6 – 7 pm Church of the Future Core Team meeting 

Thurs, Jan 7 – EV Hoagie Orders Due

Sunday, Jan 10 – 10 am Sunday School, 10:30 am Prayer Group, 11 am Worship, Consistory meets after worship

Mon, Jan 11 – 7 pm Pastoral Relations meeting at EV 

Tues, Jan 12 – 11:30 am Bible Study at Brewed Awakenings

Wed, Jan 13 – 7 pm Bible Study at Spring City Hotel
Thurs, Jan 14 – pick up EV hoagies

Sunday, Jan 17 – 8:30 am Men’s Breakfast at Main St. Café, 10 am Sunday School, 10:30 Prayer Group, 11 am Worship, 3pm Pizza Party at East Vincent
Tues, Jan 19 – 11:30 am Bible Study at Brewed Awakenings 
Thurs, Jan 21 – Newsletter deadline 

Sunday, Jan 24 – 10am Sunday School, 10:30 Prayer Group, 11am Worship, Annual Congregational Meeting 
Tues, Jan 26 – 11:30 am Bible Study at Brewed Awakenings  

Sunday, Jan 31 – 10 am Sunday School, 10:30 am Prayer Group, 11 am Worship, 2 pm Visiting Voices meets at EV 
Thurs, Feb 4 – EV Hoagie Orders Due

Sunday, Feb 7 – 10 am Sunday School, 10:30 am Prayer Group, 11 am Worship, Holy Communion
Tues, Feb 9 – 7 pm JMC meeting at East Vincent 

Wed, Feb 10 – Ash Wednesday
Thurs, Feb 11 – pick up EV hoagies

1st UCC WORSHIP LEADER SCHEDULE: 

Greeters:

Jan   3: Dave & Lee Hunsberger

Jan 10: Deb Theisen 

Jan 17: Arlene Landes
Jan 24: Barb Shaffer 
Jan 31: Sandy Lazorchick
Feb 7: Dick & Nancy Fisher 
Lectors:

Jan   3: Alan Dreibelbis

Jan 10: Cathleen Bach 

Jan 17: Dave Landes
Jan 24: Jackie Miller
Jan 31: Becky Lafreeda
Feb 7: Gloria Gaynor
Head Ushers:

Jan   3: Fay Pletcher

Jan 10: Dave Hunsberger

Jan 17: Cathy Bach

Jan 24: Judy Markert
Jan 31: Fay Pletcher
Feb 7: Cathy Bach 
Nursery: 

Jan   3: Becky Lafreeda

Jan 10: Darlene Canning

Jan 17: Theresa McDonnell
Jan 24: Carolyn Shanaman
Jan 31: Darlene Canning
Feb 7: Becky Lafreeda 
3RD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY   

Annual Congregational meetings

January 24, 2016

9:00 a.m. Worship at EV

10:00 a.m. Sunday School at First 

11:00 a.m. Worship at First 

 “COFFEE CAN MINISTRY”

     As the weather turns colder, don’t forget about the donations First Church will begin to send to Old First Reformed Church in Philadelphia.  There is a wooden container on the table in the back of the Sanctuary for you to place your donations or you can tuck them in an envelope and mark it “Coffee Can Ministry”.   
     For over 30 years, Old First has opened it doors from November 1st to April 30th, offering homeless men shelter and hospitality, a refuge from the cold streets. Our continued financial support is needed to help welcome brothers to a warm, safe night of rest.  
PRAYER GROUP: SUNDAYS @ 10:30 AM

First UCC has a weekly Prayer Group. Join us at the back of the sanctuary, by the prayer board before worship at 10:30am to pray together in our holy and sacred space for the needs, joys, and concerns of our community, church, families and friends. All are welcome, seasoned pray-ers and novices alike!!

4th SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY   

January 31, 2016

9:00 a.m. Worship at EV

10:00 a.m. Sunday School at First 

11:00 a.m. Worship at First 

2:00 pm Visiting Voices 

Spirit on Tap 

Spirit on Tap is held on the fourth Tuesday of the month, September through May (except December), at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, 1741 Papermill Road, in Reading at 7 pm. There is no charge and all are welcome. Spirit on Tap’s purpose is to encourage theological discussion, explore alternative views, and stimulate dialogue around issues of faith and spirituality. 
Jan 26 - Rev. William Worley - Why the Church?
SHOO FLY PIE SALE

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11TH    

It’s Shoo Fly Pie Time!!! Cost is $5.00 each.  Pies can be picked up on Thursday, February 11th between 9-11 am. Orders can be placed by calling the Church Office (610-948-9156) or there will be sign-up sheets on all the bulletin boards.  
Tackle Hunger - Souper Bowl of Caring 
Since 1990, people have been collecting money and food, changing the nation’s largest weekend of football into the largest weekend of caring! In 2015, 6,684 groups collected $8,072,018 in cash and food and 100% was donated!  Please give generously on Super Bowl Sunday, February 7th (and during the whole month of February), whether it is cans of soup or monetary donations!  Everything will be donated to the Food Pantry at Project Outreach.


Congratulations to Emily Rachael Shaffer and Erik James King on the birth of their daughter, Morgan Elizabeth King, on December 2, 2015 at 8:29 am at Pottstown Memorial Hospital. (Big Brother Jayce was born at 8:29 pm!) Morgan weighed 7lbs 10 oz and 19 ½ inches long.   
Open and Affirming statement: 

We, the members of First United Church of Christ, Royersford, celebrate the beauty and uniqueness of each expression of God’s diverse family as well as our oneness in Christ. We affirm that each individual is a child of God, and recognize that we are called to be like one body with many members, seeking with others of every race, ethnicity, creed, class, age, gender, marital status, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation, gender identity and gender expression to journey together toward the promised realm of God. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that transcends our differences. 

Project Outreach (501c3) is a cooperative ministry of Christian churches in the Spring-Ford area. It is staffed entirely of volunteers and administered by a Board composed of representatives from these churches. The main office of Project Outreach is in the Bard Community Center at 410 Washington Street in Royersford.
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First UCC East Vincent Charge Covenant 

367 Washington Street

Royersford, PA  19468

Mission Statement: “Our mission is to praise God and serve Christ through hearing and doing the Word of God. As caring and supporting Christian disciples, we offer opportunities for spiritual growth, service, fellowship and friendship, and development of our uniqueness both as individuals and a community of faith. We reach out in love to welcome the stranger, give hope to the hopeless, and share the peace of Christ with our neighbor."
   Non-Profit org.
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Call anytime
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And it came to pass in those days, there went forth a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world be enrolled -- 2 this enrolment first came to pass when Cyrenius was governor of Syria -- 3 and all were going to be enrolled, each to his proper city, 4 and Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, that is called Bethlehem, because of his being of the house and family of David, 5 to enroll himself with Mary his betrothed wife, being with child. 6 And it came to pass, in their being there, the days were fulfilled for her bringing forth, 7 and she brought forth her son -- the first-born, and wrapped him up, and laid him down in the manger, because there was not for them a place in the guest-chamber. 8 And there were shepherds in the same region, lodging in the field, and keeping the night-watches over their flock, 9 and lo, a messenger of the Lord stood over them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they feared a great fear. 10 And the messenger said to them, 'Fear not, for lo, I bring you good news of great joy, that shall be to all the people -- 11 because there was born to you to-day a Saviour -- who is Christ the Lord -- in the city of David, 12 and this is to you the sign: Ye shall find a babe wrapped up, lying in the manger.' 13 And suddenly there came with the messenger a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God, and saying, 14 'Glory in the highest to God, and upon earth peace, among men -- good will.' 15 And it came to pass, when the messengers were gone away from them to the heavens, that the men, the shepherds, said unto one another, 'We may go over indeed unto Bethlehem, and see this thing that hath come to pass, that the Lord did make known to us.' 16 And they came, having hasted, and found both Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in the manger, 17 and having seen, they made known abroad concerning the saying spoken to them concerning the child. 18 And all who heard, did wonder concerning the things spoken by the shepherds unto them; 19 and Mary was preserving all these things, pondering in her heart; 20 and the shepherds turned back, glorifying and praising God, for all those things they heard and saw, as it was spoken unto them.		                                             -Luke 2:1-20





Gazing*


     When I first met my friend, Donald Nicholl, after he had been told that he had terminal cancer, he said to me, ‘I’ve been thinking. I think that thinking is part of the punishment for the Fall, so I have given up thinking and spend my days in gazing.’


     Gazing is a most profitable occupation, for in gazing, instead of controlling our thinking and feeling, we allow thoughts and feelings to arise  in  us. For example,  in  gazing at  a  landscape, we may find our-








