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The Communications Team has committed to continuing on past Phase 2. We are planning monthly meetings to focus on upcoming events and the best ways to share and inform our church families and communities of activities, mission work and worship services.  But we need YOUR  help...don’t forget to submit your info, plan ahead, take pictures, and help us spread the excitement! 

     Beginning Sunday, July 3rd, our joint summer worship services will be held at 9:30 a.m. each week! 
     The five Sundays in July will be held First UCC (4th Avenue & Washington St, Royersford) at 9:30 a.m. in the air-conditioned Social Hall.  There is ample parking on the streets, plus handicap parking out front.

     The four Sundays in August plus September 4th will be held at East Vincent UCC (282 Hill Church Road, Spring City) at 9:30 a.m. 
JOINT MINISTRY COUNCIL
Joint Ministry Council Members welcome any concerns, questions, and feedback… 
From East Vincent:

Bill Hoffman, Pres. Elect, 610-246-9369 (2017)

Julie Zimmerman, 610-291-3671 (2017)

Jaime Roach, Secretary, 484-938-7951 (2018)

Linda Theurkauf, (610-659-3000) (2018)

From First Church:

Cathleen Bach, 610-331-8599 (2017)

Carol Hanebury, Treasurer, 610-948-6082 (2017)
Carolyn Shanaman, (610-948-4640) (2018)

Alan Dreibelbis, (610-948-6271) (2018)

Installation of Joint Ministry Council

      The installation of new members to the Joint Ministry Council highlighted the Worship in the Park celebration, Sunday, June 5. Unfortunately, because of the forecast of inclement weather, the annual church picnic was held in the East Vincent social hall. 
      Serving the 2nd year of their terms are Bill Hoffman and Julie Zimmerman, East Vincent and Carol Hanebury and Cathleen Bach First Church.   Newly installed were Jaime Roach (for a second term) and Linda Theurkauf, East Vincent, and Carolyn Shanaman and Alan Dreibelbis, First Church.
      Now in its 10th year as a part of the yoking process, JMC has many responsibilities including providing oversight on behalf of the congregation in the areas of Pastoral expectations. In addition to providing oversight on behalf of the two congregations in the areas of Pastoral compensation, the JMC also provides oversight on behalf of the two churches in those areas of mutual ministries that take place between the two congregations. The JMC will also deal with concerns brought to its attention and disagreements that may occur between the Pastor and the congregations.  The JMC will also develop an annual budget dealing with the Pastor's salary to be presented to the separate consistories as well as publishing a yoked special service schedule.
      Thank you to our outgoing members for your service – Dick Fisher, Nancy Fisher, and Carolyn Zimmerman and to Jaime Roach for taking on a 2nd term.  The next meeting will be on Tuesday, Sept 6th at 7 pm at East Vincent UCC.  
The next Joint Ministry Newsletter Deadline is July 15th! 
Book Club will be at Jaime Roach's house on July 12th at 7 pm. They will be discussing the New York Times bestseller A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman.  A feel-good story in the spirit of The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry and Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand, Fredrik Backman’s novel about the angry old man next door is a thoughtful exploration of the profound impact one life has on countless others. “If there was an award for ‘Most Charming Book of the Year,’ this first novel by a Swedish blogger-turned-overnight-sensation would win hands down”. Feel free to stop by whether you read the book or not. Jaime’s address is 92 Clover Hill Lane in Spring City. 

SUMMER FOOD DRIVE 

Once again, in conjunction with summer worship, we will be collecting non-perishables for the local food pantry. Each Sunday we will collect a different item.  

Church at First 

July 3: Canned Fruits 

July 10: Canned Vegetables 

July 17: Pasta/Pasta Sauces

July 24: Cereal 

July 31: Canned Soup 

Church at East Vincent 

Aug 7: Peanut Butter & Jelly 

Aug 14: Paper Goods (t.p., paper towels) 

Aug 21: Beans/Canned Meats

Aug 28: Jello/Pudding

Sept 4: Baby Items (diapers, wipes)

14th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   

July 3, 2016 

9:30 am Joint Worship at First UCC

Holy Communion

Shirley & Dale Lynn’s granddaughter, Sky Moore, graduated from Spring Ford High School. She will be attending Montco to major in nursing with the goal of being a pediatric nurse at DuPont where she had her hip surgery.

Michael Lipkowitz, son of Sally & Bruce Lipkowitz and grandson of Mary Jane Umble, graduated from Owen J. Roberts High School on Friday, June 10th.

Kathryn (Katie) Theisen graduated with honors on Thursday, June 16th from Spring-Ford High School.  She will be attending Drexel University in the fall majoring in Game Design & Production/Animation & Visual Effects.  

Jacob Canning, son of Darlene & Bill Canning, graduated with honors on Friday, June 10th from Daniel Boone High School. Jake will be attending Bloomsburg University in the fall majoring in Finance.  Over the summer, he is working at Blackwood Driving Range.  

TUESDAY, AUGUST 2nd  
5 – 8 pm 
On Washington St. between 3rd & 5th Ave

Free food, games, and entertainment!

Raffles and prizes!

It’s America’s Night Out against crime!

 FUNDRAISERS FOR NNO
     This year there will be 2 different fundraisers for National Night Out.  
     Once again, we are partnering with the Royersford Outback Steakhouse. On Wednesday, July 20th, they will donate 15% of your bill (excluding tax) to our event.  The coupon printed in this newsletter must be presented to your server, or you can show a copy on your phone. Eat in between 11am-9pm or take out! It’s a great way to help the NNO committee cover the costs of hosting this year’s event on August 2nd.  
     Capt’n Chucky’s Crab Cake Company is hosting a RNNO week! Stop by sometime Monday, July 11th through Saturday, July 16th and purchase some crab cakes, steamed shrimp, appetizers, soup, or other seafood and Capt’n Chucky’s will donate 15% of your total purchase to NNO. Just say you’re supporting RNNO at the register to get credit for your visit. Capt’n Chucky’s is located next to the Trappe Tavern at 430 W. Main St, Trappe.  Their crab cakes are made fresh each day—they make them and you bake them! See the flier for additional information.  

Thanks for your support! And

Help Spread the Word!!!
15th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   

July 10, 2016 

8:15 am Men’s Breakfast at Main St Café 9:30 am Joint Worship at First UCC

THE VINCENT VIEW
News from East Vincent UCC
EV Hoagie Sales will resume in September! 
East Vincent UCC closed out its 2015-16 hoagie season on June 9th, raising a total of $8,957.10 for the General Operating Budget.  After increasing sales on an annual basis over the past several years, the 2015–16 hoagie year saw sales drop and fall below expectations.  Most of this decline can be attributed to the fact that we lost several long time hoagie buyers, who purchased for family and friends, due to age and infirmity.  As we look forward to “next year”, we must vigorously seek out more outlets for our delicious hoagies!

Once again, many thanks to our faithful hoagie makers and sellers for their continued service to this all important fund raiser!  If you aren’t already involved as a hoagie seller, maker or consumer, please consider joining us for the 2016–17 hoagie season.  Preparation begins in August and sales start in September.

JULY Birthdays

  1 
Patience O’Reilly

  6
Thomas Romano 

  7
Reese Grove  

15
Sally Lipkowitz

17
Sally Wosczyna

19
David Black

20
Craig Springer

22 
Emily Black

23
Andrew Kalish 

30
Bethany Springer, Abbey Black 

 Happy Anniversary
July 12

John & Susan Yeager

July 18

Craig & Carolyn Springer

July 23

Michael & Colleen Grove

July 28

Peter & Dore Dabback
16th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   

July 17, 2016 

9:30 am Joint Worship at First UCC

EAST VINCENT CONSISTORY

Eleanor Keller, Secretary, 610-935-0115

Sally Wosczyna, President, 610-933-0199

Craig Zimmerman, Vice Pres, 610-935-1088
John Funk, 610-495-6422

Bill Hoffman, 610-469-2725

Dore Dabback, 610-495-7086
Next Meeting: Wednesday, Aug 17th at 7 pm 

EAST VINCENT VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
Sunday, August 7 – 9:30 am 
Greeters/Ushers/Lector    
the Hoffmans 

Communion Prep

the Hoffmans 

Summer Sunday School
Julie Zimmerman
Sunday, August 14 – 9:30 am 
Greeters/Ushers/Lector
the Yeagers 
Summer Sunday School
Jaime Roach 
 
Sunday, August 21 – 9:30 am
Greeters/Ushers/Lector
Nancy McConaghy   Summer Sunday School
Julie Zimmerman 
Sunday, August 28 – 9:30 am 

Greeters/Ushers/Lector
the Dabbacks

Blessing of the Animals    

 
Sunday, Sept 4 – 9:30 am

Greeters/Ushers/Lector
the Zimmermans 

Summer Sunday School
Sally Wosczyna
PLEASE FIND A REPLACEMENT & CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO SERVE ON YOUR SCHEDULED SUNDAY.  
Pastor Kate will be on vacation July 4th – July 10th and August 12th – August 16th.  During this time, if you or someone in your family has a pastoral emergency, please call either Sally Wosczyna (610-933-0199), Becky Lafreeda (610-792-0564 or 610-733-1121) or Darlene Canning (610-781-7293). Darlene will be on vacation the week of July 4th and the week of July 25th.   
SMALL GROUP SIGN UPS! We are looking for 2-6 EV folks to commit to meet together 10 times to go through a program of fellowship, spiritual growth, education, and nurture, meeting together outside the church (such as in homes).  Groups may meet as frequently as they would like. You are very welcome to ask folk from outside the church to join you on this journey! Contact Pastor Kate if you are interested. 
First Church’s

    
     Jottings
A reminder that The Upper Room and Our Daily Bread daily devotional guides are available on the table in the Social Hall.  Donations to help defray costs are accepted.  

Financial Assistants for 
July: Cathy Bach, Cathleen Bach
Sept: Dick & Nancy Fisher
The men of East Vincent (and First Church of course) are invited to take part in the monthly Men's Fellowship Breakfast on July 10 at 8:15 am at the Main Street Cafe, Royersford. Under the leadership of our talented moderator, Jimmy Lafreeda, many topics will be discussed and debated including the state of NASCAR, the Phils, the Eagles, and the Flyers, the Donald vs Hillary, the economy, and our churches. Nothing is off limits. While we recognize that we may not really solve many of the world's problems, we do have opinions and ideas that need to be aired in a public forum. In addition to the excellent food and superior service from some of the best waitresses in Montgomery County, we are helping to raise money because the Main Street will donate a percentage of our receipts to First Church. Fellowship, good food, a healthy dialogue, and learning what's hot are waiting for you.
Susan C. Nachsin, 77, widow of Allan Nachsin, passed away at home on Thursday, June 16th.  A funeral service was held at Cattermole-Klotzbach in Royersford on Wednesday, June 22nd and burial was held in the Fernwood Cemetery.  Memorial contributions may be made in Susan’s name to the Cat Angel Network, P.O. Box 3071, Stowe, PA  19464.  
ELDER BUDDIES LUNCHEON

Tuesday, July 12 @ noon

At the home of Betty Dengler

Project Outreach (501c3) is a cooperative ministry of Christian churches in the Spring-Ford area. It is staffed entirely of volunteers and administered by a Board composed of representatives from these churches. The main office of Project Outreach is in the Bard Community Center at 410 Washington Street in Royersford.
FIRST UCC CONSISTORY

Darlene Canning, Deacon, Jan 2017

Donna McFarland, Deacon, Jan 2018
Alan Dreibelbis, Deacon, Jan 2019

Jackie Miller, Deacon, Jan 2020
Jim Lafreeda, Elder, Jan 2017

Becky Lafreeda, President, Elder, Jan 2018

Cathy Bach, Elder, Jan 2019

Deb Theisen, Elder, Jan 2020
Highlights from the June meeting:
· A sign will be placed outside next to the flag pole advertising our church’s 125th anniversary.

· Alan Dreibelbis and Carolyn Shanaman have agreed to serve on JMC.

· Kathy Bieski will be playing piano for us during July while Carol is on vacation.

· A new copier will be placed in the office, as the old copier lease has expired.
· $100 donation will be sent to the Evangelical & Reformed Historical Society in memory of Linda Gruber 
Next meeting: Sunday, July 10th after worship     
17th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   

July 24, 2016 

9:30 am Joint Worship at First UCC

[image: image4.png]



   July   4

Alan Driebelbis

   July   7

Joe Hipp

   July   8

Nancy Hipp

   July 16

Jackie Miller

   July 17

Kaila Wiand

   July 27

Kelly Clemens

   July 30

Ryan Moser 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:

Bill & Sharon Rumler – July 18th  

FIRST UCC: 

CELEBRATING 125

Church History- Great Depression
One month after the joy and excitement of moving into a new church, the congregation was faced with another crisis, one that would affect the whole world.  On Tuesday, October 29, 1929 the stock market came crashing down. This was to be the start of the Great Depression which would not end until the early 1940s and America's entrance into World War II.  International trade dropped by 5 percent during those 11 years, unemployment would rise to 25 percent, and crop prices fell 60 percent.  Especially hard hit in Pennsylvania were communities built around the mining of anthracite and bituminous coal.  Also devastated were towns where steel mills were king like Duquesne, Mon Valley, and Braddock along with Johnstown, steel, Altoona, railroads, and Reading, textiles.

By 1933, more than half of the Keystone State's 16 and 17 year-olds had been forced to drop out of school for low-paying jobs to help support their families.  Nearby Philadelphia was the scene of bitter, violent, and deadly strikes, marches, bombings, riots, mass demonstrations, and death.  The Depression struck home in Royersford when the Continental Stove Works also known as the Buckwalter Stove Company manufacturing industrial stoves collapsed. Founded in 1866 by Joseph Addison Buckwalter, the firm's closing cost 300 people their jobs. However, one bright spot for Royersford residents occurred when Ellis Nelson, who operated a dairy on Walnut Street whipped up something sweet to help cheer up people during  some very difficult times. Today people continued to enjoy the delicious ice cream at Nelson's Ice Cream store on Main Street. Known thoughout southeastern Pennsylvania for its flavor and quality, the firm's motto says it all, "Nix Besser."
Meanwhile, the situation was becoming more and more alarming for First Church. The financial committee of the Consistory reported on then dire condition and recommended that the mounting debt should be borne equally by the entire church membership with each member contributing 75 cents each week.  When the church Consistory met on July 10, 1934, the finance committee reported that they had met with officials of the Security Trust, Pottstown, and the Royersford National Bank requesting that the interest rate on the debt be reduced to m4 percent for a period of five years. They also voted to pay all 
salaries first and current bills last. 
As the nation slowly continued its recovery from the effects of the Great Depression, a special meeting of the Consistory was held on December 2, 1939 for the purpose of extending a call to the Reverend Charles D. Rockel, Altoona, to replace Pastor Edward W. Ullrich.  His task- to oversee the payment of the church's debts.  It was also recommended by the Consistory to set a goal of $100 per year of First Church's history to significantly reduce the debt by 1941, the 50th anniversary of the church. 
125th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2016

4pm Worship Service

Followed by dinner in the Social Hall
NEW PARAMENTS


       Recently the beauty of the First Church sanctuary was enhanced with the gift of new white paraments.

       Given in memory of Bill, a World War II veteran, and Lillian Clemens, long-time members, Pastor Kate Davidheiser said, "We hope that the humble offerings of bread and wine placed upon these cloths touch all gathered hearts to share humility and hospitality with all the world in Christ's name.”

       Paraments are used in the sanctuary to visually transform spaces to reflect a distinct message and mood of each of the church's seasons. Thus white becomes part of the Christmas and Easter season, red denotes Pentecost, and purple is used during Advent and Lent.

       Following the dedication, a social was held in the Social Hall. In attendance were members of the Clemens family.

1st UCC WORSHIP LEADER SCHEDULE: 
Greeters:

July 3: Deb Theisen
July 10: Barb Shaffer 
July 17: Dave Hunsberger
July 24: Arlene Landes
July 31: Sandy Lazorchick
Lectors:
July 3: Becky Lafreeda 
July 10: Gloria Gaynor  

July 17: Cathleen Bach
July 24: Dave Landes
July 31: Alan Dreibelbis
Head Ushers:

July 3: Cathy Bach 

July 10: Fay Pletcher 

July 17: Cathleen Bach
July 24: Judy Markert 
July 31: Alan Dreibelbis
Summer Sunday School:
July 3: Theresa McDonnell

July 10: Becky Lafreeda 

July 17: Gloria Gaynor 
July 24: Sharon Davidheiser & Ryan 
July 31: Cathleen Bach 
18th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   

July 31, 2016 

9:30 am Joint Worship at First UCC

Graduation Sunday, Fellowship

ROYERSFORD LIBRARY UTILIZES FIRST CHURCH’S SOCIAL HALL

     The first Family Program was held at First Church on Wed, June 8th at 10:30 am. It was called Eyes of the Wild – Survival of the Fittest Animal Show, recommended for age 3 & up. 

     The second family program will be held on Wed, July 13th at 10:30 am and is a Mad Science Show “Marvels in Motion”, recommended for age 3 & up.

     Also, on July 14, they will be having one day of their week long Girls Science Interactive Camp in the Social Hall. The rest of the week the program will be held at the Library. This is a Science Camp for girls in grades 4-6. This national program was developed by & is presented by High School girls who want to nurture the love of science in younger girls.

Meetings & Upcoming Events:

Sunday, July 3 – 9:30 am Joint Summer Worship at First Church, Communion  

Monday, July 4-Sunday, July 10 – Pastor Kate on vacation 

Thurs, July 7 – 9:30 am First Church serves at the Food Pantry at Project Outreach

Sunday, July 10 – 8:15 am Men’s Breakfast at Main St Café, 9:30 am Joint Worship at First Church, Consistory meeting after worship

Monday, July 11-Saturday, July 16 – Capt’n Chucky’s Crab Cake Co fundraiser 

Tues, July 12 – Noon – Elder Buddies luncheon at Betty Dengler’s house, 7 pm Book Club meets at Jaime Roach’s house

Wed, July 13 – 9:30-12:30 Royersford Library using the Social Hall 

Thurs, July 14 – 9am – 3pm Royersford Library using the Social Hall 
Sunday, July 17 – 9:30 am Joint Summer Worship at First Church 
Wed, July 20 – 11am-9pm Royersford Outback Steakhouse fundraiser
Sunday, July 24 – 9:30 am Joint Summer Worship at First Church

Sunday, July 31 – 9:30 am Joint Summer Worship at First Church, Honoring graduates, fellowship 

Tuesday, Aug 2 – National Night Out 

Sunday, Aug 7 – 9:30 am Joint Worship at East Vincent, Holy Communion, 8pm Vespers service 
Prayers for Peace
A few members of First, with guidance from Pastor Kate, would like to put together a “Prayers for Peace” gathering to be held on the front lawn of the church on Sunday evening, July 24th.  If you are interested in getting in on the planning stages, please contact Darlene or Pastor Kate.  This event will be open to the other churches and the community.  Music and prayer suggestions welcome.  
Meet Bill Ferrell…

Sunday's service on June 26 at First Church featured Bill Ferrell as our guest organist. A graduate of Penn State, when not playing the organ, Bill has been trained as a systems engineer. Growing up in tiny Hughesville, located in central Pennsylvania, Bill began his musical journey in third grade when he began playing the piano.  By sixth grade, he was playing the trumpet which he continued through high school and the Spartan band.  In 8th grade, he decided he wanted to learn to play the organ in part because he was fascinated by the complexity of the instrument and the wonderful musical sounds it could produce.  Bill proudly notes that while at Penn State, he made the first cut in trying out for Penn State's nationally known Blue Band.  On occasion, Bill can also be found playing the organ during meetings of Spring-Ford Masonic Lodge.

Game Night


Members of East Vincent and First United Church of Christ came together Sunday night, June 26 for Game Night. Approximately 25 men, women, and children took part in the various activities held on the church lawn.  Games included hopscotch, croquet, horseshoes, bean bag toss, and sidewalk chalk. Afterward, everyone retired to the church social hall where they created and enjoyed homemade sundaes with all the fixings including fresh strawberries, homemade brownies, whipped cream, bananas, and chocolate syrup. Good food, good fellowship, and good times were enjoyed by one and all.
CALL TO CARE COMMITTEE


        In the richest country in the world, it is a little-known fact that 48 million Americans do not get enough food to eat for a variety of reasons.  That number includes 5.4 million seniors (over 60) which means that 9 percent of all senior citizens are going hungry at one time or another. Often unable to go to the grocery store which most of us take for granted, they may live day to day not having enough food on the table.
        As a concerned and caring church, Royersford First United Church of Christ is helping to make a difference in the lives of some of our shut-ins. 

        It was a suggestion five years ago by Pastor Kate Davidheiser that led to the creation of the Call to Care Committee formed with the goal of providing hot healthy meals to those in need.  This is done in part by having by having ladies of First Church, all excellent cooks, make extra portions when they are preparing meals in their own kitchens at home. The extra portions are taken to the church and put in cold storage awaiting someone in need.  The ladies on occasion will also cook meals for shut-ins who have been sick, disabled, or may be recovering from surgery.
        In addition to delivering a delicious meal, the ladies will also spend quality time with shut-ins who are dealing on a daily basis the effects of loneliness. Sometimes, indeed, a delicious home cooked meal and some company are just what the doctor ordered.
Remember, you can support both churches by saving your Redner’s Receipts – just use your Save-A-Tape card when you check out and turn your tapes into Alan Dreibelbis (at First) or Nancy McConaghy (at EV) or leave them in the church office.
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Pastor Kate  


Davidheiser





For Pastoral Emergencies


Call anytime


Cell: 484-686-4340





Pastor Kate’s E-mail:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:pastorkatedavidheiser@gmail.com" �pastorkatedavidheiser@gmail.com�
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367 Washington St.
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CHURCH OF THE FUTURE 


Update from the Communications Team 





The Communications Team is continuing to improve our efforts to invite others to pray with us and share in our activities.





Pastors of churches that have reversed decline into growth over the past several years have stated that the congregation's single most important change was an increase in pride and excitement. The people in these congregations increased efforts to follow the word of Christ to care for the poor, feed the hungry and love others. This increased outward focus actually brought them happiness, joy and excitement. This deep joy and peace showed in everything they did, and made others want to share in their ministries. They lived the truth that self-giving love is redemptive. And their churches grew.





The Communications Team is doing its part to bring this joy to our churches. We are focused on name recognition and building our image within our local communities. We are promoting our missions and ministries, trying to make sure everyone knows that we are a spirit community well-grounded in our beliefs. We are, with YOUR help, sharing pictures, videos, and written pieces showing that ours is a church with passion and excitement. Using technologies and social media, we are extending our excitement beyond our walls. This is what is getting the Communications Team most excited - an excitement we want to share! We are looking at ways to target past members, family members of our congregations, the local communities, and the churches and people in the UCC Pennsylvania Southeast Conference. We want to let everyone know what we are doing and that we are committed and excited, because we know our excitement can spread like fire to magnify the Lord!





These are our current and ongoing projects:


Including basic information about Sunday attendance, donations, financial goals and achievement of these goals in the Sunday bulletin 


Submit information regarding church and local community activities to all the appropriate communication sources. This will include write ups & pictures of events that will then be posted in bulletins, newsletters, Facebook, newspapers, etc.  


Update and maintain the Website and Facebook page and keep it current and active.


Write and submit articles regarding our activities and excitement for inclusion in one or more of the weekly Communitas.


Distributing the newsletters electronically


Updating the church directory (including email addresses)   












































