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work as this church family just had fun!  Much to our surprise the sun and blue sky broke through the dark clouds while we sang “Kum Ba Yah”. The evening ended with roasting marshmallows and making s’mores. (See pictures on facebook).
These are some of our team’s ongoing and future projects we ask you to pray about:

· Develop a Buddy System for personal contact between members. When new members join the church, link them with another member.

· Review membership lists of each church. Send a letter that has been approved by Consistory with information about our church and the activities.  This communication would be enhanced if 2-3 months of information could be included.  (No member can be removed from rolls by this team).

· Use Communication Team to increase our efforts.

· Update the New Member/ Visitor packets.

· Working with Mission and Ministry team to prepare several meals for the St. Mary’s shelter and shut ins. Then together the workers would enjoy fruits of our labors.

·  Plan fall activities: bonfire, advent workshop, teaching our children about our faith and how to live it.

· Ask the Congregations for ideas.

Both churches have good facilities for group gatherings. Let’s use them!

~Your brothers and sisters in Christ of the Family Fellowship/Membership team, headed by Carolyn Zimmerman, and Pastor Kate
JOINT MINISTRY COUNCIL
Joint Ministry Council Members welcome any concerns, questions, and feedback… 
From East Vincent:

Bill Hoffman, Pres. Elect, 610-246-9369 (2017)

Julie Zimmerman, 610-291-3671 (2017)

Jaime Roach, Secretary, 484-938-7951 (2018)

Linda Theurkauf, (610-659-3000) (2018)

From First Church:

Cathleen Bach, 610-331-8599 (2017)

Carol Hanebury, Treasurer, 610-948-6082 (2017)
Carolyn Shanaman, (610-948-4640) (2018)

Alan Dreibelbis, (610-948-6271) (2018)

The next JMC meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 6th at 7 pm at East Vincent. 
23rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   

September 4, 2016
9:30 am Combined Worship at
 East Vincent UCC
With Fellowship 
Ann Few will host the next BOOK CLUB meeting on Tuesday, September 20th at 7pm. We will be discussing The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd. From the Amazon description: Sue Monk Kidd presents a masterpiece of hope, daring, the quest for freedom, and the desire to have a voice in the world. Hetty “Handful” Grimke, an urban slave in early nineteenth century Charleston, yearns for life beyond the suffocating walls that enclose her within the wealthy Grimke household... The Grimke’s daughter, Sarah, has known from an early age she is meant to do something large in the world, but she is hemmed in by the limits imposed on women... As the stories build to a riveting climax, Handful will endure loss and sorrow, finding courage and a sense of self in the process... This exquisitely written novel is a triumph of storytelling that looks with unswerving eyes at a devastating wound in American history, through women whose struggles for liberation, empowerment, and expression will leave no reader unmoved.  
Please feel free to join us whether you have read the book or not. Ann's address is 5307 Anchor Court in Royersford.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Project Outreach will be losing two of their office volunteers and are in need of replacements. Volunteers serve 2-3 hours a week answering phones and providing information to callers. This is very rewarding work! Volunteers are needed for Wednesdays 9-12pm or 1 to 3 pm. Please call Meda at Project Outreach at 610-948-5111 if you are interested.  

Pastor Parish Team Meeting    

September 8 at 1pm at 

Jaime Roach’s house (92 Clover Hill Ln)
The PSEC FALL MEETING will be held on Sunday, Nov 13th @ First UCC, Quakertown
- - - - -
But first attend a "Pre-Fall" Meeting
There will be one meeting in the "north" on Oct. 9th at Zion Blue Mountain and a meeting in the "south" on Nov. 6 at Reformed Church of the Ascension. Take this opportunity to meet with Conference Minister, Bill Worley for an informal discussion on the three topics currently on the draft agenda of the fall meeting:

1. 2017 Budget
2. Habakkuk 2017 General Synod Resolution proposing provisional use of the new manual on Ministry
3. New Associate Conference Minister Position and potential candidates
Meetings will begin at 3:00 pm. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

     Bigger and better! What better way to sum up the 7th Annual National Night Out, sponsored by First Church, Tuesday, August 2nd. From 5 until 8 pm, Washington Street was transformed into a midway as hundreds of friends, neighbors, and visitors greeted one another while taking in all the sights and sounds. Highlighting the nationwide program was a variety of free food including the traditional tasty hot dogs served up by the staff of the Cattermole-Klotzbach Funeral Home in Royersford. There were also sliders provided by the Italian-Bocce Club, pizza, provided by Palermo, Dominos's and Corropolese, Chick Fil-A nuggets, popcorn, snow cones, delicious watermelon, and decorate your own cupcakes. 

     There were a variety of activities for all ages including sand art, beads, face painting, tattoos, an obstacle course, and Ryan the Magician to delight the little folks.  For the bigger kids, there was the popular rock climbing wall and a booth to take selfies.  For the seniors, there were on hand a race car and a number of antique cars. How many of us in our middle age were transported back to a simpler time when we remembered how it felt to get behind the steering wheel of our very first own car. Cruising the streets, driving with our arm around our girlfriends, or taking our best date to the prom. Those are indeed magical moments to be cherished.
     Back by popular demand were the Rockin Rotarians in addition to a number of musical groups playing rock, western, blues, and gospel. Step in Time, a local dance group, returned to delight the crowd with a variety of numbers. 
     In addition to East Vincent, volunteers from First Church were on hand helping to promote our church's 125th anniversary by handing out bags labelled "Thanks For Popping By," which consisted of a pen, a bag of microwavable popcorn, a brochure, Pastor Kate's business card, and a coupon to be used during our fall rummage sale.
     Making an appearance were Ryan Costello, a member of the US House of Representatives, and Tom Quigley, a member of the Pennsylvania State House. In addition, there a number of local policemen present including two Upper Providence motorcycle officers, as well as Royersford, firemen from different companies, and a host of different equipment used by these men to help them keep us safe.
     Surprisingly, it is a small group of dedicated volunteers who make this huge undertaking all come together. Starting in early March and meeting periodically under the very capable leadership of JR Bach, "Mr. NNO," this committee meets in the First UCC social hall and planned and organized the whole event. This, among other things, included making contacts for the rock wall and slide, ordering Porta-Potties, coordinating with the police and Public Works Department, meeting in person with all the vendors, planning how to best publicize the events, and finally making a map indicating where all the sponsors and vendors will be located that night.
     Money, as always, has to be raised and this was done largely through fund raisers at Outback and Capt N' Chucky as well as private donations. Enough credit cannot be given the members of that committee including Becky Lafreeda, Gloria Gaynor, Carol Hanebury, Al Dreibelbis, Ruth Horwatt, Shawn Horwatt, Linda Price, Judy Market, Kitty DiBattista, Bill Wilson, Carolyn Zimmerman, Craig Zimmerman, Deb Theisen, and newcomer Peter Clarke, Pastor of the Nazarene Church.
     Mark your calendars, Tuesday, August 1, 2017 the 8th annual NNO will return. Bigger and better than ever, of course.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

EAST VINCENT’S SEPT MISSION:

St Mary’s Franciscan Shelter

By Carolyn Zimmerman 

     East Vincent UCC along with many churches in our community has been providing evening meals for St Mary’s Franciscan Shelter for many years. For two different weeks during the year, we provide a complete dinner for about 25 adults and children. Some of our members cook and with monetary donations from other members additional items are purchased to complete the menus.

     “The Mission of St Mary’s Shelter is to create a safe, peaceful community environment for homeless families. We foster dignity and independence though supportive programming developed with local agencies and ecumenical organizations.” Personal case management and on site coaching is provided in order to support families in reaching their goals and to enable them to stay together.  They provide for five families at a time.

     The shelter was established in by two sisters of St Francis in 1987 in a home in Phoenixville given to them by St Mary’s Church. The first family arrived in November, 1987. Since then over 700 families have been guests. From the beginning the sisters enlisted the aid of neighboring parishes to assist in feeding the guests. Later churches of all denominations began to support the shelter and volunteer to help the sisters with their ministry. To date over 150,000 meals have been provided. At a luncheon for coordinators, Sister Bernadette, Exc. Director, stated she would never have enough or staff to prepare the meals provided by the churches every evening five days a week.  The shelter is run entirely and no monies come from Chester County. Their United Way Donor number is #9208.

St Mary’s shelter:

1. Provides 24-hour supervision and assistance by experienced caring employees.

2. Provides the residents a private, communal living space and meals for up to 8 weeks. During this time, life skills taught on site include parenting, household management, and time management.
3. Collaborates with local agencies and churches. 

4. Residents must follow guidelines presented on admission to remain drug and alcohol free and to make consistent progress towards independence. 
     New developments are happening for the future of the shelter.  In 2015, St. Mary’s Shelter was divested from the Sisters of St. Francis, who remain active supporters, advisors and members of the Board of Directors. The property was bought from the Archdioceses. The “dream of the future” is to remain grounded in the mission and history of St. Mary’s and move forward assisting the homeless. Currently 25% of the 100 homeless families in Chester Co. are served.

     The shelter continues to have daily needs. First and most important is prayers for the ministry of St. Mary’s.  They need volunteers to do simple office duties, light housekeeping, dinner assistants, playroom monitors and people who can do plumbing, electrical work, roofing, carpentry and gardening at the shelter.

     Additional needs include: postage stamps, coffee, juice boxes, baby wipes, cereal for children, and gift cards for retail and food stores.

     To learn more about St. Mary’s Shelter visit their web site www.stmarysfs.org. You can also find the latest newsletter there and how you can donate.
     East Vincent’s week to provide Shelter Meals will be Sept 26-30! 

THE VINCENT VIEW
News from East Vincent UCC
They’re back…..
EV HOAGIE SALES

2nd Thursday of the Month  
$ 4.00 each 

Be sure to order by signing up on the church bulletin board or by emailing your orders to EastVincentUCC@aol.com. Orders must be placed by the first Thursday of the month.  Orders may be picked up at East Vincent between 9-10 a.m. on the 2nd Thursday of the month. 

Order by Sept 1 – Pick up Sept 8  

Order by Oct 6 - Pick up Oct 13 

Order by Nov 3 - Pick up Nov 10 
September Birthdays

  8
Shane Clark

  9
Bunny Cuthbert

13
Suzanne Romano

14
Sandy Zentz, Jack Shronk

17
Alex Roach

21
Deanna Heffentrager, David Funk 

22
Jeffrey Yeager, Kirt Kronmuller

23
Scott Kohansby

24
Stacy Gardner, Brandon Sturges 

30
Amy Kocher 

 Anniversaries

  6
Charles & Bunny Cuthbert

14
Nicholas & Stacy Gardner 

15
Billy & Ashley Hoffman 

20 Ed and Mildred Jones

21
Craig and Carolyn Zimmerman

22
Bill and Debbie Hoffman

25
John & Kelli Yeager

27
Shane and Leann Clark

29
David & Jannet Shronk
24th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   

September 11, 2016

9 am Worship at East Vincent 

10 am Sunday School at First Church 

11 am Worship at First Church    

Church Ladies: 

On September 15th, the Church Ladies will have their first meeting to make plans for the upcoming year. We will be meeting at Giovanni's Restaurant in Royersford at 6:30. If you plan on attending please let Jaime Roach know by Sunday the 11th. Thanks!

EAST VINCENT CONSISTORY

Sally Wosczyna, President, 610-933-0199

Craig Zimmerman, Vice Pres, 610-935-1088
John Funk, 610-495-6422

Bill Hoffman, 610-469-2725

Dore Dabback, 610-495-7086
Next Meeting: Wednesday, Sept. 21st at 7 pm 

On Sunday August 14th, East Vincent had a congregational meeting to explore the future the church. There was much discussion and there are still many decisions that need to be made, such as the future of their music ministry. One important decision was reached at this meeting: the congregation agrees that they will do everything in their power to keep East Vincent from closing it's doors. Another meeting is planned in September to continue this conversation. 

Submitted by Jaime Roach

EAST VINCENT VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
Sunday, Sept 4 – 9:30 am Combined worship
Greeters/Ushers/Lector
the Zimmermans 

Summer Sunday School
Sally Wosczyna
Fellowship 


the Zimmermans
Sunday, Sept 11 – 9:00 am 

Greeters/Ushers/Lector    
the Hoffmans 

Sunday School
     
Jaime Roach    
Sunday, Sept 18 – 9:00 am 

Greeters/Ushers/Lector
the Yeagers 

Sunday School

volunteer needed
Sunday, Sept 25 – 9:00 am

Greeters/Ushers/Lector
Nancy McConaghy    Sunday School

Jaime Roach    

Sunday, Oct 2 – 10:00 am Combined worship
Greeters/Ushers/Lector
the Dabbacks


Communion Prep

Sally Wosczyna 
Sunday School
 
volunteer needed 
First Church’s

    
     Jottings
A reminder that The Upper Room and Our Daily Bread daily devotional guides are available in the Narthex. Donations to help defray costs are accepted.  

Financial Assistants for 
Sept: Dick & Nancy Fisher    

Oct: Dave Hunsberger & Alan Dreibelbis                                             
FIRST UCC CONSISTORY

Darlene Canning, Deacon, Jan 2017

Donna McFarland, Deacon, Jan 2018
Alan Dreibelbis, Deacon, Jan 2019

Jackie Miller, Deacon, Jan 2020
Jim Lafreeda, Elder, Jan 2017

Becky Lafreeda, President, Elder, Jan 2018

Cathy Bach, Elder, Jan 2019

Deb Theisen, Elder, Jan 2020
Next meeting: Sunday, Sept 11th after worship  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

FALL RUMMAGE SALE 
Saturday, September 24th @ 8 am
     The Fall Rummage Sale will be held on Saturday, September 24th from 8:00 am–1:00 pm.   Stop by and shop for hidden treasures, a new book, or a gently worn pair of shoes; OR come and enjoy lunch (soup, hot dogs, hoagies, and more!) and pick up some goodies at the Bake Table (shoo fly pies).  

     Items will be accepted on Tuesday, Sept 20th and Wednesday, September 21st from 9-12.  (NOT MONDAY) Please remember all clothing should be in good, clean condition. 

The next Men’s Breakfast will be on Sunday, Sept 11th at the Collegeville Diner at 8:30 am. All men are invited!  Please contact Alan Dreibelbis (610-948-6271) if you have any questions.  
ROYERSFORD COMMUNITY DAY

     "We reach out in love to welcome the stranger, give hope to the homeless, and share the peace of Christ with our neighbor."  That is the message volunteers from First Church will be spreading during the 6th annual Royersford Community Day on Saturday, September 10. In addition, volunteers will be available to answer questions while handing out “thanks for popping by” bags. Children and those young at heart can stop by and make a bead necklace or get a tattoo with donations going toward our September Mission Fund - the Royersford Fire Dept.  Small pocket calendars and our famous cook books will also be for sale! 
     Founded in 2011 by Jan Christman and Anna-Maria Chestnut as a way to give back to the community, this special day is a joint venture between the Royersford Business Association and the borough. Thousands are expected to attend the annual celebration located on Main Street from Third to Seventh Avenue from 10 am to 3 pm, rain or shine.
     This year's event features a kid's area with a variety of games, all free. A DJ and a band will serve up a variety of music, there will again be a food court, and more than 120 classic, cars on display along with more than 100 vendors. Jan Christman, Christman's Jewelers, is serving as chairwoman of a program which continues to grow and become more popular every year.


25th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   

September 18, 2016

9 am Worship at East Vincent 

10 am Sunday School at First Church 

11 am Worship at First Church    

FIRST UCC: 

CELEBRATING 125

Church History Continued – 1950s
     The year was 1946. The war had been over for a year, the boys were coming home, and life seemed to be getting back to normal. However, Dr. Charles Rockel in his annual congregational message pointed out that winning the peace would be almost as difficult as winning what had turned out to be the worst war in history.
     "Today we are at peace but vast and baffling problems confront the church and the world. War has not solved a single problem but instead let loose upon the world a flood of new ones."
     While 1945 was indeed a year of transition, one bright spot was seeing "the complete liquidation of our debt." Dr. Rockel went on to say, "While we did not succeed in wiping out the debt in 1945, we did make it clear that it would soon be merely a matter of history. The debt stands at $3600 but $2000 of this is provided for by the E.R. Thomas bequest. The payment of this legacy will reduce the debt to $1600 which we are certain to pay by Easter."
     By the start of 1946, the congregation had raised over $33,000. Soup sales, making Easter egg candy, pork and sauerkraut dinners, chicken and waffle suppers, sausage and pancake suppers, and the sale of sausage and scrapple were all part of a miracle of a church that had been sorely tested and in the
process found itself anew.

     Meeting on January 8, 1946, the consistory adopted the slogan "Debt Free By Easter" and planned to have the mortgage burning on the first Sunday after Easter. After seven very challenging and trying years, his work done, Dr. Rockel announced that he would resign as Pastor on July 1, 1946. Meanwhile events were taking place around the world that would have a direct impact on our church and our town.It was Winston Churchill, former British Prime Minister, who ushered in them new post-war world when he coined the term "Iron Curtain" while speaking at Westminster College in Missouri. The "cold war" had begun, pitting the United States and its allies against the Soviet Union and its satellites.
    Then first test of the conflict between the free world and then communist world came on June 25, 1950 when some 135,000 North Korean soldiers crossed the 38th Parallel and invaded South Korea. President Harry Truman, vacationing at his home in Independence, Missouri, flew back to our nation's capital and assumed the role of Commander-In-Chief. His first action was to name 5-star general Douglas MacArthur to head the United Nations forces. Two days later he ordered US air and naval forces to South Korea to aid the democratic nation in repulsing the invasion by the communist North.  
     Called a "police action" rather than a war, the President had two main objectives; 1. Protect South Korea from being taken over by the communists and 2. Protect Japan which was just beginning its slow recovery from the effects of World War II.  By the time an armistice was signed on July 27, 1953, more than 5,000,000 US soldiers would take part in the fighting, 90% of them Americans.
     From Pennsylvania would come 201,000, the fifth highest and eight soldiers from the Keystone State would win the Congressional Medal of Honor. One of the lasting features of the conflict was the introduction of the Mobile Army Surgical Hospital better known as "MASH" which later would be made into one of the most popular television programs of all time. Because of the type of war being fought, Hollywood, unlike the period during World War II produced few war movies. Two films that could be seen at the Penn Theater included "The Manchurian Candidate" and "Pork Chop Hill."
     Fighting men who would become much more famous in later years included Neil Armstrong, first, man to walk on the moon, F. Lee Bailey, famous lawyer, Ernie Banks and Ted Williams, future Baseball Hall of Famers, Bill Bixby, Ken Berry, and Dan Blocker, television stars, singer Johnny Cash, and actor-producer-director Clint Eastwood.
     One of the most sordid chapters in American history was about to begin. On February 9, 1950, a little-known US Senator from Wisconsin was giving a Lincoln Day speech before the Ohio County Women's Club of Wheeling, West Virginia. Waving a piece of paper in the air, he announced that he was holding a list of 205 known members of the communist party who were "working and shaping policy" in the State Department.  That day, Senator Joseph R. McCarthy introduced what Herbert Block, Pulitzer Prize winning cartoonist of the Washington Post would label "McCarthyism." 
     McCarthyism was the practice of attempting to maximize the threat of communism by accusing and detaining suspects deemed to be security risks or disloyal to the United States. For the next four years, McCarthy was the most powerful man in the country so untouchable that even President Dwight Eisenhower refused to challenge him. Before he was finally censured by the United States Senate for "conduct unbecoming a United States Senator, " McCarthy had destroyed the lives of thousands of faithful government employees, Hollywood and television actors, writers, producers, directors, musicians, broadcast journalists, and educators.
     Among those accused by McCarthy or the House UnAmerican Activities Committee which included California Senator Richard M. Nixon, were General George C. Marshall, 5-star general and former Secretary of State and Defense, popular comedian Charlie Chaplin, poet Langston Hughes, singer Pete Seeger, J. Robert Oppenheimer, head of the Manhattan Project to build an atomic bomb. Teachers were required to sign a loyalty oath, the words "Under God" were added to the Pledge of Allegiance, a direct result of "Godless communism," and two very popular movies  were a direct result of the evils caused by McCarthyism, "High Noon" and "The Crucible," written by Arthur Miller, one of the writers blacklisted by McCarthy.
     Back at the church, on August 25, 1946, following a trial sermon, Dr. Franklin P. Watts, Richland, Pennsylvania, was elected Pastor, a position he would hold for the next 32 years. On June 10, 1951, the church celebrated its 60th anniversary with a homecoming service attended by former Pastors the Reverend Harvey Welker, the Reverend Samuel J. Kirk, and the Reverend Charles Rockel. In his remarks, Dr. Watts said, "First Church has been completely renovated during the last three years and is now completely out of debt."
     In his report during the annual congregational meeting on January 19, 1954, Dr. Watts proposed that a new parsonage should be built adjacent to the church building. Three years later at a total cost of $39,933.00 the parsonage was completed and dedicated on Sunday, October 20, 1957. Three days later, the Pastor, his wife, and two daughters moved into their beautiful new home.
     As the decade was coming to an end, major changes continued in the church and the nation. In 1957, the Congregational Christian Church and the Evangelical and Reformed Church meeting in Cleveland, Ohio merged and formed the United Church of Christ.  More changes lay ahead. The space age began in October 1957 when the Russians launched a basketball-sized orb which they called "Sputnik," space traveler, what would become the longest war in American history in a country most people had never heard of, Vietnam, was about to begin, and in 1960, Americans would go to the polls to elect the first Roman Catholic as President.

          By Richard Fisher 
26th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   

September 25, 2016

9 am Worship at East Vincent 

10 am Sunday School at First Church 

11 am Worship at First Church    

Birthdays/Anniversaries
   Sept 2

Bill Rumler 

   Sept 10

Lauren McDonnell 

   Sept 19

Cathleen Bach 

   Sept 23

Clark Gaynor Jr. 

   Sept 24
 
Judy Markert 

   Sept 26

Michael Cioe

   Sept 27

Marcy Nachsin

   Sept 28

Ray Stahler

   Sept 30 
            Logan Kiser 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:

Greg & Suzanne Henry – Sept. 14th

Rick & Cathy Bach – Sept. 19th
Jim & Becky Lafreeda – Sept. 20th
Dave & Lee Hunsberger – Sept. 22nd 
Open and Affirming statement: 

We, the members of First United Church of Christ, Royersford, celebrate the beauty and uniqueness of each expression of God’s diverse family as well as our oneness in Christ. We affirm that each individual is a child of God, and recognize that we are called to be like one body with many members, seeking with others of every race, ethnicity, creed, class, age, gender, marital status, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation, gender identity and gender expression to journey together toward the promised realm of God. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that transcends our differences. 

When Patti Doud, a stranger, walked into First Church for the first time, she quickly realized she had found a new church home when she was greeted by an old friend and former teacher, Gloria Gaynor. The two crossed paths for the very first time when Patti came to fifth grade at the Woodlyn School, a part of the Methacton School System. 

"The best teacher I ever had," is how Patti looks back on that year. As a matter of fact, Gloria made such an impression that Patti knew at that time she would become a teacher. They came together again a few years later when Patti was just starting her student teaching. When teaching assignments were being given out, Patti was thrilled when she learned that her mentor would be nobody else but Mrs. Gaynor. 
     Working under a teacher she admired above all others, Patti says, "I was of course nervous and she knew exactly what to do to ease my nerves and make me have confidence in myself and my abilities. I sang the same songs to my preschool class that she used to sing to my class when I was 10 years old. Patti would teach preschool for the next seven years.
     Now living in Collegeville, she enjoys reading the books of Kris Radish, one of America's best-selling authors who is also an award-winning journalist and nationally syndicated columnist.  Her musical tastes are topped by the sounds of the Dave Matthews Band, an American rock band started by Dave Mathews, a singer-songwriter in Charlottesville, Virginia in 1991. Outside church, she enjoys quilting, reading, gardening, Band concerts featuring Dave Mathews, of course, riding her Harley-Davidson motorcycle, and watching new movies at the Collegeville Movie Theater and old movies in the comfort of her own living room. Her favorite TV shows are Modern Family and Project Runaway and her favorite people in the whole wide world? That's easy. Her three daughters, granddaughter Charlotte (soon to increase by one,) and her mom. 
     Wednesday has become the best day of the week for the Doud family because it means family dinner with daughters, granddaughter, son-in-law, and sometimes mom.  When Erica was in college, the family used the magic of skype to include her in the conversation. "It definitely is the best day of the week," she says.

     While Kathy Bieski, who is substituting for Carol Hanebury this summer, is new to First Church, she is definitely not new to the neighborhood. 
     The daughter of Charles and Ann Bowers, Kathy grew up in a house across the street from the church on Washington Street. Married to Ed Bieski for the past 25 years, Kathy is the mother of two grown children, Drea Weeks and Jennifer Mihalcik. A graduate of Spring-Ford High School, she attended Juniata College where she majored in English and elementary education. While she works full time as an administrative assistant for Echelon Protection and Surveillance in Limerick, it is her music that defines her as a person.
     Her long musical journey started while she was in elementary school where she studied voice under Mrs. Hilda Buckwalter. At the age of 10 she took up the piano under Mrs. Hilda O'Donnell, wife of Pastor Gerald O'Donnell, Royersford Church of the Brethren.  Moving onto Juniata, she studied both voice and piano with Dr. Bruce Hirsch, Professor of Music, and sang with the college's touring choir for two years. 
     A "traveling" piano teacher, she is currently teaching 25 young students in their homes. While work and music are major components of a life well lived, it is family and most importantly grandchildren who come first.  
     Her 20-year old grandson, Daulton, just signed his letter of intent to continue his storied college baseball career at the University of New Orleans. In addition to holding the single season and career records in both home runs and RBI's at Hartford CC in BelAir, Maryland, he was also named the NJCAA Player of the Week for his outstanding play at the super regionals in July. The icing on the cake occurred last August when he led his team to their first ever appearance in the NJCAA World Series in Grand Junction, Colorado. 
     Meanwhile 19 year-old granddaughter Felicia will be starting her junior year at Temple later this month. Named to the Dean's List every semester, she has just been accepted into the Accelerated Master's Program at Temple. She will complete a five-year program with a Bachelor's Degree in Early Childhood Education and a Master's Degree in Special Education.  For the past three summers and during her winter breaks at Temple, she has been teaching at KinderCare in East Norriton Township in preparation for a career teaching in an inner city school.
     The oldest of three girls, Kathy has two sisters, Terry, an elementary school teacher, who lives in Charlotte, North Carolina, and Wendy, Manager of Human Resources for Northrup Grumman SYNOPTICS based in Charlotte.
     Kathy, we hope you continue to substitute for Carol and help create more musical memories with us.
Meetings & Upcoming Events:
Thurs, Sept 1 – EV Hoagie Orders due 

Sunday, Sept 4 – 9:30 am Combined Worship at East Vincent 
Tues, Sept 6 – 7pm JMC meeting at EV 
Thurs, Sept 8 – Hoagie Day! 1 pm Pastor Parish Team meeting at Jaime Roach’s house (92 Clover Hill Lane)
Saturday, Sept 10 – 10am-3pm Royersford Community Day (come visit our table)  

Sunday, Sept 11 – 8:30 am Men’s Breakfast at the Collegeville Diner, 10am Sunday School, 11am Worship, Special Collection for the Royersford Fire Dept., Consistory meeting after worship with Core Team report 
Mon, Sept 12 – Noon Elder Buddies lunch at the church, 7pm Boro meeting held in the Social Hall 
Tues, Sept 13 – 1pm Communications Team meeting   

Wed, Sept 14 – 2 pm Church Mice 

Sunday, Sept 18 – 10am Sunday School, 11am Worship 

Monday, Sept 19 – 6:30 pm Set Up for Rummage Sale
Tues, Sept 20 & Wed, Sept 21 – 9-Noon Set Up for Rummage Sale, accepting items 

Tues, Sept 20 – 7pm Book Club meets at Ann Few’s house (5307 Anchor Ct, Royersford)  

Thurs, Sept 22 & Fri, Sept 23 – 9-Noon baking shoo fly pies & making soup for Rummage Sale n 
Saturday, Sept 24 – 8am – 1pm Rummage Sale 
Sunday, Sept 25 – 10 am Sunday School, 11am Worship 

FIRST CHURCH’S SEPT MISSION:

Royersford Fire Department 
     Work continues on the brand new $1.6 million Royersford Fire Department's new two-story firehouse located at Third and Walnut Streets. Made up of the former Humane and Friendship Fire Companies, the consolidation came about in part because of the shrinking volunteer membership.  A more important factor is that combining the two companies into one will improve firefighting services and will offer greater operating efficiency, thus am savings in dollars to the taxpayer.
     Because of their age, it would have been very expensive to modify the present buildings to accommodate today's firefighting equip-ment. The current firehouses lack adequate space to hold meetings, training sessions, and today's modern communication equipment. The Humane building will be sold while Friendship will continue to operate its banquet hall, social room, and bowling alley. 

     The Royersford Fire Department provides primary response coverage for the borough of Royersford in addition to a section of Upper Providence Township. The Friendship Ambulance Service provides primary coverage to Royersford, Spring City Borough, and parts of Limerick, Upper Providence, and East Vincent Township.  The Royersford Fire Department consists of three firefighting apparatus, two support vehicles, and four advances life support ambulances.

     On Sunday, 9-11 First Church will receive a special collection for the Royersford Fire Department. Funds will be donated to the building fund and possibly used to buy a brick (or two) that will be used to create a walk in front of the new building.  We will also be taking donations for this September Mission at our table at Community Days! 

1st UCC WORSHIP LEADER SCHEDULE: 

Greeters:

Sept 11: Dick & Nancy Fisher

Sept 18: Deb Theisen
Sept 25: Barb Shaffer
Oct 9: Arlene Landes 

Lectors:

Sept 11: Becky Lafreeda 

Sept 18: Gloria Gaynor  

Sept 25: Alan Dreibelbis
Oct 9: Dave Landes

Head Ushers:

Sept 11: Cathy Bach 

Sept 18: Judy Markert  

Sept 25: Fay Pletcher 
Oct 9: Dave Hunsberger 
Nursery Volunteer:

Sept 11: Carolyn Shanaman
Sept 18: Becky Lafreeda 
Sept 25: Darlene Canning  

PLANT THESE…..HARVEST SUCCESS! 
First, plant five rows of peas:
Prayers, Perseverance, Politeness, Promptness, and Purity 
Next plant three rows of squash:

Squash gossip, squash doubt, squash indifference 

Then plant five rows of lettuce:

Let us be faithful to duty, let us be unselfish, let us be gentle, let us follow wisdom, let us love life

No garden is complete without turnips!

Turn up with a smile, turn up with new ideas, turn up with determination to make everything count for something good and worthwhile. 

The Pink Moose Ice Cream Café is having Veterans Appreciation Days the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month! In appreciation in all of our veterans, servicemen/women, and first responders, they invite you to visit the newly opened Pink Moose, located at the Historic Royersford Train station, for a free cup of coffee every other Wednesday! For more information contact Donna Musetti @ 484-889-7586  
Dear Rev. Davidheiser: 
Thank you for your congregation’s gift to Phoebe Ministries which was received on August 2, 2016.  Your gift will be used in support of Phoebe Berks Village.

With your support, Phoebe is able to provide the highest level of care to our residents. Charitable gifts ensure our residents have access to invigorating activity programs, innovative services, a comprehensive pastoral care program, and cutting edge dementia care. Your generosity also provides meaningful services such as themed lunches on the patio and resident birthday parties. 

Moreover, the generosity of our supporting churches affords a sense of security to our residents with limited funds. Over forty percent of our nursing home residents and many others rely on Phoebe’s promise of charitable care. In fiscal year 2015, Phoebe provided over $14 million of charitable care to residents who otherwise would have been unable to afford the care they needed.  We could not have done this without the support of donors like you.

On behalf of the residents and staff at all of our communities, thank you again for your continued commitment to Phoebe Ministries.  

Most Sincerely,

Adam Marles
10:00 a.m.

Sunday, September 11th!

Classes for all ages will begin.

FALL APPLE DUMPLING SALES:
Saturday, Oct 29th and Saturday, Nov 12th  
    Mark your calendar!!
First UCC East Vincent Charge Covenant 

367 Washington Street

Royersford, PA  19468

Address Service Requested 

Mission Statement: “Our mission is to praise God and serve Christ through hearing and doing the Word of God. As caring and supporting Christian disciples, we offer opportunities for spiritual growth, service, fellowship and friendship, and development of our uniqueness both as individuals and a community of faith. We reach out in love to welcome the stranger, give hope to the hopeless, and share the peace of Christ with our neighbor."
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Pastor Kate  


Davidheiser





For Pastoral Emergencies


Call anytime


Cell: 484-686-4340





Pastor Kate’s E-mail:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:pastorkatedavidheiser@gmail.com" �pastorkatedavidheiser@gmail.com�
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CHURCH OF THE FUTURE UPDATE: 


Phase Two Action Team recommendations are being compiled by the Core Team to be presented to the Consistories at their September meetings, bringing an end to Phase Two!! We will be kicking off Phase Three where we focus on the actions based on priority. The Core Team report will be available after presentation to the consistories: just ask a core team member for a copy.


�Highlighting another Church of the Future Action Team:


       The Family Fellowship/Membership Team has already begun its work inspiring and nurturing current members in Christian faith and growth by looking at current activities, and finding new activities to include more families and friends. Research repeatedly revealed: the unchurched are most commonly within and among our families and acquaintances.  They will attend for three reasons: for social time with friends or family, because they were invited, and to worship God.


       We’ve already seen the fruits of invitation, and both church communities have reaped many smiles having younger ones more often present in worship and at events.  We are recognizing that invitation goes a very long way and we need to remember: “You can’t judge a person’s faith by their presence or lack of presence in church”. (David Kinnaman). Our hope is that by reaching out to our families and friends, we can increase fun and faithful activities and see a renewed enthusiasm in our churches.


       We have been busy planning more intergenerational activities. Our goal here is just to have some fun! Our game night held out on the lawn at First UCC was very successful. By giving the children chalk the sidewalk was decorated with hopscotch and flowers. The adults played corn hole and horseshoes or just sat and watched the activities. The evening ended with making ice cream sundaes. It was hard to decide what topping to choose -Chocolate, strawberries or start with a brownie. No matter how your sundae was constructed it was delicious!  A good time was had by all. (see pics in last month’s newsletter).


       In August, an intergenerational activity was planned. East Vincent UCC has a good place for a campfire with songs and marshmallow roast. Although it was a rainy afternoon, Bill Hoffman and Craig Zimmerman were able to get the fire roaring at 6:30. As they built the fire, the adults and children sang songs, acted out the lyrics, and played instruments. Acting out the lyrics proved to be a challenge to the members’ coordination. Following the singing and acting, we all created  a simple prayer to  take home and use. The Holy Spirit was at 








 














