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     A question for Christians is, what are we to do about climate change? Where does the Sovereignty of God come into play? Do we sit and wait because we are the generation that WILL witness the return of Christ, who will set everything right again? Or will God allow the arrogance and foolishness of humanity bring the opportunity to start over as was told in the Story of Noah’s family and the flood? Of course, how do any of us know that we are considered righteous enough by God to be saved, either by rapture or some kind of new generation Ark?

     I have lots of questions with no answers. So, I am left with falling back on what I do know, the Bible. In the first two chapters of Genesis we are told that humanities purpose was to be stewards of planet earth. Unfortunately, the choice of the English words “to have dominion over” to translate the concept of biblical stewardship has been taken out of context to mean that humans own the Earth and everything on it and in it to use for our good pleasure. This assumption of ownership was later legalized, defined, and refined by the Christian Church in the “Doctrine of Discovery” issued by Pope Alexander 6th in 1493.

     A belief that Jesus is going to return in the lifetime of this current generation does not change the original instruction to be stewards of the Earth, everything on it and in it. Being called to stewardship means that we use the Earth in the way God desires. God is the owner and we are simply taking care of the Earth until Jesus returns. Since the Earth does not seem to be prospering in a way that will meet the needs of future generations, the people and animals do not seem to be prospering in a way that will meet the needs of future generations. People, especially Christians need to return to being stewards of the Earth, its resources, people, birds, fish, animals and insects. Even if nothing can be changed, at least we will be found being good stewards who were following the will of the Divine owner.

Something to think about;
Rev. Kern
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Don’t forget to save Redner’s receipts! Use your Rewards card when checking out and place your receipts in Fellowship Hall! 
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Peter Dabback, Co-Pres, 610-495-7086

John B. Yeager, 610-937-0376
Tiffany Black, Secretary, 484-716-4606
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Mission Statement: “Our mission is to praise God and serve Christ through hearing and doing the Word of God. As caring and supporting Christian disciples, we offer opportunities for spiritual growth, service, fellowship and friendship, and development of our uniqueness both as individuals and a community of faith. We reach out in love to welcome the stranger, give hope to the hopeless, and share the peace of Christ with our neighbor." 
July Birthdays

  1 
Patience O’Reilly

  6
Thomas Romano 

  7
Reese Grove  

15
Sally Lipkowitz

17
Sally Wosczyna

19
David Black

20
Craig Springer

22 
Emily Black

23
Andrew Kalish 

30
Bethany Springer Roberts, Abbey Black 
 Happy Anniversary
July 12

John & Susan Yeager

July 18

Craig & Carolyn Springer

July 23

Michael & Colleen Grove

July 28

Peter & Dore Dabback
July 31

Megan & Steven Cooper 

Project Outreach is in need of donations of school supplies. The recipients really appreciate the help! (Crayons, markers, glue sticks, colored pencils, #2 pencils, yellow highlighters, pencil cases, pocket folders, book covers, 3x5 index cards, etc.) Project Outreach needs all donated items by August 22nd. 
August Birthdays

  1
Jaime Theurkauf

  2
Matt Wosczyna, Bruce Lipkowitz

  3
Barbara Quinter

6     Deb Hoffman, Bill Hoffman

  7
Michael Grove, Hartel Haslip 

  8
Ed Jones, Jameson Yeager
10
Dale Lynn

11
Charlie Cuthbert

14
Ed Funk

15
John M. Yeager

17
Ryan Kowalko, 


Daniel Kohansby, Paul Winham

19
Marlene Shronk, Robby Varner, 
Tiffany Black

20
Joe Kowalko, Amber Paine

22
Quinn Grove

24
Nancy McConaghy
Happy Anniversary
August 1
Shelly & Joe Kelly 

August 20 
Tracy & Don Heffentrager 

Ed Jones will be turning 95 on August 8th! Please send birthday greetings to him at Masonic Village, 801 Ridge Pike, Lafayette Hills, PA  19444. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Worship Leader Schedule: 

August - Worship will be outside

Aug 4 - the Hoffmans 

Aug 11 - the Dabbacks

Aug 18 - Nancy

Aug 25 - the Yeagers

Sept 1 - the Dabbacks  

If you can’t make it on your scheduled Sunday, please try to switch and notify the office. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Crossroad Presbyterian Church is hosting a trip to Sight and Sound Theater in Lancaster to see the live performance of the show JESUS on Friday, October 4th. They would like to share this experience with churches in our area. See the flyer on the bulletin board for details.

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Rev. Erick Kern, Preaching

8:30 AM


Once again Darlene has agreed to “Go Over the Edge” for Bethany Children’s Home! But only if she can raise $1,000!!! She will rappel on Friday, September 20th over the Edge of the Abraham Lincoln Towers in Reading to support Bethany’s youth life skill development and therapeutic service programs. Partnering with VA Productions and Shuman Development Group, the day will be filled with fun base camp activities for attendees while watching the rappels. Each rappel will take approximately 3-5 minutes from the roof to the 6th floor parking garage deck for a total of 12 floors. If you’d like to show your support, there are envelopes available  (marked Over the Edge) or you can visit the website www.bethanyhome.org/ote4bethany/, click on Donate to an Edger, then click on the Donate button and type in Darlene Canning.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Registration is open for PSEC 
2019 Fall Meeting at Ursinus
- How do your OCWM contributions benefit your Pastor, your members and your youth?
- What were the Resolutions at General Synod all about and how do the effect your church?

These are just a few of the questions that we will answer at the Fall Meeting. Join us and learn what is happening in PSEC and how your church benefits! The meeting will be held Sunday, Nov. 17 from 3:00-5:30 at Ursinus College. Registration starts 2:30. For a flyer, see the bulletin board. For more info and to register, go to the PSEC website. Childcare is available from 3:00p to meeting end. (Please register the child and bring the completed Child Care Medical Release form with you to the meeting.

Jesus Said “Follow Me” 

    The gospel lectionary texts in July were filled with questions asked by, and of, Jesus — “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” “Lord, do you not care…?” “Is there anyone among you…who would give a snake instead of a fish?” “And the things you have acquired, whose will they be?” All of them seem to be related to one question — what does it mean to be a child of God and a disciple of Christ? 
     This question was the focus of a General Synod Resolution JESUS SAID, “FOLLOW ME” A Resolution of Witness submitted by the Northern California Nevada Conference. Among other things, it “calls upon congregations to engage in reflection and conversation on what it means to follow Jesus in the diversity of our practices, with the intent of learning from one another and encouraging one another in faithful witness and extravagant welcome. It also, “calls upon congregations to have these conversations within, between, and among Local Churches, focusing on the significance of Jesus’ call, “Follow me” in this era, and the ways in which each congregation responds to that call.” 
     On the one hand, the simplicity of this call is so apparent for a group calling itself “Christian” that it might be over looked for its obviousness. On the other hand, the church is always in a state of needing to be called back to the source of itself and the deepest values that spring from that source — especially when so many voices from every corner of the earth seek followership.
     I encourage you check out that resolution. http://ucceverywhere.org/synod/resolutions/jesus-said-follow-me/. You can see all the resolutions that came to the floor of Synod. http://ucceverywhere.org/ synod/ In their final form, with the action of Synod recorded. In consultation with our Conference Synod delegates and Conference Consistory members, I will be commenting in the next several eblasts on those resolutions that they, and I, have discerned are particularly important ‘for such a time as this.’ I can’t imagine a better place to start than with a call to follow Jesus. 
Your brother in Christ, 
Bill 
Rev. William P. Worley, PSE Conference Minister
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Giving Thanks For Summer

Father, Creator of all, 
thank You for summer!
Thank you for the warmth of the sun
and the increased daylight.
Thank You for the beauty I see all around me
and for the opportunity to be outside 
and enjoy Your creation.
Thank You for the increased time I have 
to be with my friends and family,
and for the more casual pace 
of the summer season.
Draw me closer to You this summer.
Teach me how I can pray
no matter where I am or what I am doing.
Warm my soul with the awareness 
of Your presence
and light my path with Your Word and Counsel.
As I enjoy Your creation, 
create in me a pure heart and a hunger
 and a thirst for You.
                                               - Author Unknown
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

EV HOAGIE SALES
WILL RESUME IN SEPTEMBER  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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Sovereignty and Climate Change





     To say that God is sovereign is to say that there is no other being in the physical realm nor in the spiritual realm who has authority over God. It also means that God is not subject to time, physical laws and human theories on how the Universe works and how it got that way. God is separate from the Universe even though the Universe exists within God (“we live move and have our being in God.” Acts 17:28). God has no beginning or end. God, on the other hand, is the beginning of all that makes-up the Universe.


     To say that God is sovereign does not tell us what kind of personality God has or what moral code God operates with. How could we discover who God is and what motivates God?


     I suggest beginning with the Universe itself. People have discovered that the Universe and all that happens on Earth is governed by laws. There is consistency and a pattern to the working of planet Earth and the Universe. Knowing these laws makes natural events predictable. The more we learn about how the Earth and Universe works the more accurate the predictions will be. Such order would suggest that God is a God of order rather that chaos. 


     Having discovered laws governing the day to day activities of Earth and the Universe, I think it is safe to say that God does not micro-manage the daily activities of the Earth or the Universe. The random influence that makes predictions difficult is that of humanity not God. In predicting the weather, for example, we are unable to control for the human element. The human population has grown to a point that humans now throw a random influence into the weather prediction equation that we have not learned to control when making predictions about the weather. 


     How do we take into consideration all the mining that has happened throughout the world for centuries? How has the taking of billions of gallons of water, oil, and cubic miles of natural gas out of the ground for millennia destabilized the Earth’s crust? With the adding of so much fresh water from the polar icecaps into our oceans, will that cause more earth quakes as the Earth adjusts to the shift in weight? Will the increased pressure of the oceans on the “Ring of Fire” in the Pacific result in more volcanic eruptions in the ocean on land along with an increase in tsunamis? 


     In the confusing conversation about climate change and extinction events, where does Evolution fit in? Has the scientific community lost confidence in the processes of Evolution? Are we trying to stop an evolutionary process that we are witnessing first hand from a front row seat?














